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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


HEAD OF AFRICAN ISLAMIC UNITY CONFERENCE INTERVIEWED 
Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 28 Sep-12 Oct pp 10-11 


_Interview with Sheik Hussein Shehade, in Freetown, Sierra Leone, - 
by an unnamed reporter for WAL FADJRI, date not given. 


The Organization for Islamic Unity in Africa (OUIA) recently or- 
ganized a conference on Islamic unity and the Hadj in Freetown 
(see WAL FADJRI No 12). 


It is headed by Sheik Hussein Chehade, a Musiim ot Lebanese ori- 
Zin who left his home in Lebanon to settle in the Sierra Leone 
capital to work "for wider spread of Islam in Africa." 





He talked with us about his goal and the means he will use to 
reach it. 


W.F. What reasons moved you to leave Lebanon and settle in Sierra 
Leone? 


Sheikh Hussein Chehade: I am here today at the urging of my mas- 
ter, the martyred Mohamed Bakr el Sadr. He took a keen interest 
in Africa and in the problems which are shaking this continent. 
The mission that fell to me is very like that of a preacher, as 
described in the Koran. It is vast in scope and embraces several 
domains. 


W.F.: How does that mission translate into practical application 
on the ground? 


S.H. There are two styles of work in Islam. 


The first consists in working toward the construction of buildings 
(places of worship, for example), and the second in working toward 
awakening consciences, in shaping habits of mind. 








"Tslam Has a Role to Play in Africa's Liberation" 


[These two styles go hand in hand. The mosque has ‘ts teaching 
mission, and the school has its own. But they must be joined to- 
gether it they are effectively to train up the Muslim man. [he 
fact of the matter is that action will not work without knowledge, 
nor is knowledge effective without action. 


Right now, it is clear that we live in a time ot institutions. 
Fach day we see phenomena arising in the world ot Islam, with 
Islamic action, and we must analyze these phenomena. 


Having underscored that point, I am not saying that we have com- 
pleted any major projects . We can say, though, that we have 
cleared the ground, and we are contident that we can move torward 
on this path to drive home the message ot Islam. In this context, 
we intend to see to it that there is a school attached to every 
mosque. 


W.F.: In what year was the OUIA founded, and what is its role 
in the mission that has been entrusted to you? 


S.H.: OUIA was born 3 years ago in Freetown, at the time of the 
first conterence on pilgrimage, which we held here. This was done 


as part of our search for an adequate tormula that could hasten 
achievement of Islamic unity in Africa. Accordingly, we hope 
that this experiment will be the starting-point tor other etforts 
across the continent. Because we deeply believe that Muslims, 
today, particularly in Africa where the people are subject to 
neo-colonialist domination, cannot abstain trom challenging and 
thwarting the plots aimed at destroying Islam without unity in 
their etforts and unity in their souls, under the slogan: "Lahi 
laha illa la Mouhamadou rassoulou la." (Note 1: Mohamed Bakr Sadr 
was the head of the Shia community in Lebanon. He disappeared 
while flying between the airports of Rome and Tripoli, Liby:. 

[The government ot the latter country is suspected of complicity 
in his kidnaping). 


W.F. 3: [This is the third time the OUIA has mounted a congress on 
the matter of the Hadj. Why this repetition? 


S.H.: The pilgrimage _to Mecca, is the living embodiment ot the 
idea ot Islam. Each year, the Hadj brings together some 2 million 
people. It is, hence, the political and spiritual, economic and 


social example that symbolizes the oneness of the Islamic nation. 


We have summoned this congress to Freetown with the ardent desire 
of watching it duplicated throughout Africa. Toward that goal, we 
are ready to cooperate with all serious and sincere Itslamic orga- 


nizations. 





W.F.: Will the Hadj again be the theme of your next congress? 


S.H.: It will be the basic theme, but there will be several sub- 
topics. This year, tor instance, we have suggested organizing 
other congresses, here or elsewhere, centering on the Koran and 
the Sunna, as reflections of Islamic unity. 


W.F.: During this congress, many delegates spoke ot the need for 
establishing a Pan-African [slamic organization. What is your 
view ot that plan? 


S.H.: The fact is that there is Islamic action at the base through- 
out Africa. Organizations or attempts at organization already 
exist in several countries. We must think about coordinating all 
these etforts so as to strengthen them, and to thwart adverse ac- 
tions such as the current attempts to bring Israel back into Africa 
with the help of Zaire and Liberia. This unity of action conti- 
nues to be a major concern and will shape our action toward our 
Atrican brethren. 


W.F.: How do you see the future of what you have called the "Tsla- 
mic combat" in Africa? 


S.H.: When the Prophet Mo':amed (PSL) cast his tirst glance at 
Mecca, he cast his second at Africa. Today, we see that Islan, 
thanks to the efforts ot the ulemas and the warriors, is expe- 
riencing a total reawakening in Atrica. We expect that these 
efforts will sutfice to chenge the balance otf power to lead the 
continent toward freedom, sovereignty, and independence. At the 
political level, Islam has played a fundamental role in the strug- 
vle against colonialism in Atrica. It will keep its feet set 
firmly on that path to complete the liberation process. Particu- 
larly that of cultural liberation,in the face of all attempts at 
alienation. 


We are confident of the future or: this combat, with God's help. 


It is for us, though, to weave together the ideal conditions for 
deserving spiritual and material aid. 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CHAD BASIN COMMISSION SESSION--The 2-day deliberations of the 20th session 

of the Lake Chad Basin Commission ended in Niamey this afternoon under the 
chairmanship of Dr Bukar Shaib, the Nigarian federal minister of agricul- 
ture, water resources, and rural development. The closing session took 

place in the presence of several members of the Supreme Military Council, 

the government, and the diplomatic corps, as well as many other officials, 
including the UN Development Program and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. During the session, the participants examined the report 

on the activities of the executive secretariat and on the experts preparatory 
meeting on agriculture, animal husbandry, fishing, forestry, water resources, 
civil engineering, and telecommunications. In addition to issues relating 
tothe commission's budget, the session also examined the drought situation 
prevailing in the subregion and its aftermath. In this connection the parti- 
cipants held a long debate on the difficulties in supplying water to the peo- 
ple and cattle in the subregion. To better master all the water resources 

in the subregion, they decided to examine ways and means of extending the 
basin area. They also decided to establish a quarantine area around Lake 
Chad. The session also approved the draft budget proposed by the executive 
secretariat for the 1985 fiscal year. [Text] [Niamey Domestic Service in 
French 1900 GMT 28 Nov 84 AB] 


CSO: 3419/162 
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ANGOLA 


SOVIET OFFICIAL ON COOPERATION WITH ANGOLA 
Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in Portuguese 12 Oct 84 p 10 


[Interview with Nicolay Krainov, Soviet representative to the joint Soviet- 
Angola committee by Jose Miguel; date and place not srecified] 


[Text] Concrete aspects of the cooperation between the 
Peoples Republic of Angola [RPA] and the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics were the subject of an 
interview in Moscow, which the chief secretary for the 
Soviet side on the Angolan-Soviet intergovernmental 

joint commission, Nicolay N. Krainov, granted exclusively 
to the special envoy of the JORNAL DE ANGOLA, who spent 
two weeks in the land of Lenin. 


The Angolan-Soviet joint commission is regarded as the coordinating agency 
for cooperation activities developed between the RPA and the USSR. Founded 
in 1977 under the agreement of 17 October of the same year between the two 
governments, the commission held its first working session in Luanda in 
October 1978 and the second and third in Moscow in March i980 and January 
1981. The next working session is scheduled for January 1985 in the Angolan 
capital. On the ievel of implementation of projects and programs, the 
intergovernmental agency functions with experts divided into subcommittees, 
among which are planning, agriculture, construction, industry and energy. 


"T should like to point out here," N. Krainov said, “the exchange work carried 
out in the last four months between the Soviet Union and Angola. [In that 
period we received the visits of the Angolan vice ministers of agriculture 

and construction, and also comrade Mariano Puko, Luanda provincial commissar," 
during which, he indicated, discussions were held on agricultural cooperation, 
building materials and especially cooperation in the field of community 
services with the Province of Luanda. 


All Projects Include the Training of Cadr.s 
Concerning the projects carrieu out by the Soviet Union in Angola in recent 


months, the Soviet official drew special attention to the creation of the 
Intermediate Institute for Industrial Training in the city of Huambuv, with a 




















capacity for 600 trainees, whose objective, as he said, "is to prepare 
teachers who will train future specialists for Angolan industry." 


According to Nikolay Krainov, the USSR also participated in setting up the 
state cotton company in Bengo Province and one for corn in Huila Province. 
Also, two fuel storage facilities were built in Malange and Porto Amboim, with 
a capacity of 18,000 cubic meters each. 


At present, Nicolay Krainov indicated, there are about 700 Soviet specialists 
in Angola, including doctors, mappers, geologists, bridge builders, and 
advisers in various economic and social institutions of the People's Republic 
of Angola. Discussing some of the activities of those specialists, the 
Soviet official stated that in the field of health, some 150 cooperating 
doctors are working in various hospitals, notwithstanding the lack of supplies 
and the adverse political and military situation in some Angolan regions. 


The recent visit of the USSR minister of health to Angola, he said, permitted 
"signing an agreement between the two governments which provides for the 
completion and equipment of the hospitals of Lubango, Malange and Luanda." 
In May 1983, a further agreement was signed for the organization of three 
more cotton companies in Malange, with a total area of 15,000 hectars. Even 
though some of the equipment for these companies is already in Luanda, the 
complete fulfillment of the project, as Krainov stressed, is partially 
dependent upon an improvement in the political and military situation in the 
areas concerned. 


The secretary in charge of the Soviet side of the joint commission further 
mentioned the existence of a technical assistence project and the creation of 
a central company for the repair of farm equipment and, of course, the train- 
ing of appropriate cadres. 


"All our projects include on-site training of local cadres. Experience has 
taught us that the best way to train cadres is in the production process. 
True, they make mistakes at first, but they correct them as they go along," 
he said. 


Right now, Krainov pointed out, the project proposal was already presented to 
the Angolan side last June and is only waiting for the reply from Luanda for 
the first specialists to leave for tield studies. 


Fishing: Construction Project for a Fishing Port 


Under the heading of fishing, under terms of the agreements of 26 May 1976 
and 6 April 1979, the USSR extends assistence in carrying out studies of the 
fishing waters off the Angolan coast, in training and in the development of 
fishing cooperatives and coastal installations. The USSR has recently 
provided the cooperatives with 10 fishing boats, manned by Angolan and 
Soviet cews, each with an estimated capacity of 600 tons of fish. The 
Soviet official stated that Angola has received from his country four fishing 
boats witiout cost and two other coast guard vessels. 





At the present time, he said, the Soviet side is in the process of supplying 
equipment for the fishing cooperatives, such as launches, boats, transports, 
worth a total of 2.5 million dollars, half of which is a grant. Nicolay 
Krainov stated in that connection that an Angolan request has been presented 
for a project for the construction of a complete fishing port, covering 
everything from the catching of the fish to its industrial processing, and 
that a contract proposal from the Soviet side has already been delivered 

to the Angolan side. He added that, for example, in the Lobito shipyard 
there are about 50 Soviet specialists working, who so far have repaired 
about 500 boats and built two fishing boats. 


Construction: Participation in the Development of the Building Materials 
Industry 


In the area of construction, Nicolay Krainov said that his country collabor- 
ates especially in the reconstruction of bridges. "Up to now," he added, 
"with the help of Soviet cooperation, six important bridges have been 
rebuilt, chiefly in southern Angola." He aiso said, however, that there 

are some difficulties in this connection, since Angola does not yet have a 
construction company capable of handling all the requirements imposed on it. 


Thus, this past April, besides another four construction project contracts, 
agreement was also reached on sending Soviet technicians to Angola and on 
supplying primary equipment for the organization of a construction company 
and development of the building materials industry. 


Kapanda Dam: Technical Control by the Soviet Side 


With regard to energy cooperation, an agreement was reached in September 1982, 
according to the same Soviet ficial, for the construction of the Kapanda 
hydroelectric plant on the Kwanza River, with an installed capacity of 450 

MW. 


The Brazilian company "Odebrecht" is also participating in the project, 
handling the construction of the dam, while the Soviet part will handle 
the supply and installation of the power plant equipment, as well as its 
technical control. 


A firm agreement is expected to be reached shortly among the parties involved 
in the project (PRA, USSR, and "Odebrecht"), according to Nicolay Krainov. 


An additional energy project is under study for the construction of a 
petroleum refinery somewhere in the Angolan oilfields. 


"Cooperation between the two countries," Krainov emphasized, "is carried 

out under conditions advantageous to both sides. On the Soviet side it 
represents especially an understanding solidarity, since Angola faces enormous 
difficulties brought about especially by the war. For that reason," he 
concluded, "Many of the payment obligations owed by Angola to the Soviet 

Union have been deferred to 1986." 


In the next issue: the conquests of socialism developed in the USSR. 
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GUINEA 


ABOR, PUBLIC SERVICE MINISTER ON RETURN FROM WEST AFRICA 
Conakry HOROYA in French 6 Nov 84 p 2 


[Interview with Capt Mamadou Baldet, minister of public service, on his 
return from a mission in West Africa, by Ibrahima Cisse and Mamadou Saliou 
Balde: "I Met With Full Understanding Everywhere"; date and place of inter- 
view not specified] 


[Text] From 10 to 28 October, Capt Mamadou Baldet, minis- 
ter of labor and public service and member of the executive 
committee of the CMRN [Military Committee for National Re- 
covery], carrying a message from the chief of state, visited 
successively Senegal, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, Gambia, 
Mauritania, Mali, Burkina-Faso and Niger. 


According to President Conte's emissary, his mission proved 
very beneficial in that, on the one hand, it met everywhere 
with full understanding concerning the object of the message 
and, on the other hand, it strengthened the ties of friend- 
ship and brotherly cooperation between our country and the 
states he visited. At Praia, Bandjul and Nouakchott, Capt 
Mamadou Baldet killled two birds with one stone. Since no 
goodwill mission of the CMRN had been sent to these capitals 
after 3 April, the Guinean emissary endeavored to explain to 
the governments the profound reasons that led the Army to 
take the fate of Guinea into its hands. 


The mission, Capt Mamadou Baldet confided, came at the right 
time, as these countries, which hold Guinea and President 
Conte in high esteem, were wondering why the CMRN had sent 
no emissary until now. It is now confirmed that the concern 
and questions raised by this attitude have been cleared. 


And the Ministry of Labor and Public Service does not conceal 
his satisfaction that Guinea's concerns are shared by all the 
countries which he visited on his mission. 


At Praia, the president of the republic and the prime minister 
being out of town, Capt Mamadou Baldet met with the minister 








of foreign affairs and the latter stated that "for those who 
know your country's history, the events of 3 April were to 
be expected. We are wholeheartedly with you, you can be as- 
sured of that." 


Everywhere the same words and the same determination to de- 
velop and strengthen cooperation between our respective 
countries, in an atmosphere of harmony and understanding, 
in the respect of sovereignties and on the basis of reci- 
procal benefits. Everywhere the same words, and also the 
same advice: in a word, we should resolutely look forward 
to the future, we should not fall between the teeth of tyr- 
anny, we should not dwell on the past, but we should set 

to work, the source of visible progress for the people. 


And, precisely in the case of a country like ours, which 
suffered under unspeakable tyranny for 26 years, national 
unity and cohesion, irrespective of all regional, ethnical 
and other particularisms, are a must if Guinea is to make 
up for its chronical backwardness. 


[Question] What image does Guinea project now in the countries you visited? 
[Answer] Quite frankly, I must tell you that President Lansana Conte enjoys 


a very high personal credibility outside the country, not among chiefs of 
states and governments, but also among Guineans and foreign populations. 





As far as the present government is concerned, I can tell you that people, 
whether Guineans or foreigners, believe that the only solution is for national] 
unity to be the focus of our government's concerns. 


[Question] What can you say as to the future of cooperation between these 
neighboring countries and ours? 


[Answer] I believe that, for the brotherly and friendly governments in West 
Africa with which I have had the honor to meet, the one and only solution is 
to see Guinea orient itself toward free enterprise from now on. 


And this enables and will enable Guinean citizens at home and abroad to meet 
with their counterparts in neighboring countries in the context of free and 
fruitful exchanges. 


[Question] In some capitals, you met with Guinean citizens who certainly 
did not have a chance to come here since 3 April. Are they concerned? 


[Answer] They are; Guinean citizens, especially in Mauritania and Gambia 
(where I believe they are numerous) were not concerned about the position 
of Guinean citizens at home, but about their own position since no delegation 
of the CMRN was sent to the countries in which they reside after 3 April. 


This is why, in Nouakchott as in Banjul, they gathered spontaneously at the 
airport and at the delegation's official residence to receive their brothers, 
whose mission I had the honor of leading. And through the contacts we had 
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with them, we noted that quite a few things had gone wrong since the over- 
throw of the former government, in particular administrative agencies that 
the tormer government had created there. And things were not going well at 


all between the Guineans working in these agencies and those who, at the time, 


did not approve of the latter. 


[his 1s why we attempted to clear the atmosphere and invited all our Guinean 
brothers to strengthen their ties of friendship and fraternity. We invited 
them to be reconciled with one another, as their brothers living at home had 
ictually been. Thus, we asked them right away to reorganize themselves on 
new bases and elect an organization independent of all political views. We 
told them that what they needed was an organization that would be purely 


social, traternal, legal, reflecting the wishes of the CMRN. 


And everywhere we informed the autho ities of the host countries of this, and 
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they welcomed our delegation S position. 
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For their part, these authorities promised that, from now on, they woul 
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Guinean effectively integrate into the society in which they live. 
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[Question] As far as OAU problems are concerned, we do not know if you 
had to explain your positions to the officials you met with, since the OAU 


is still deadlocked and uncertainty still prevails? 
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LAnswer] Actually, some officials, in particular the press, had to raise the 


question of the OAU. The press wanted to know what was the postition of the 


new Gulnean government toward the OAU, the West Sahara problem and the Chad 
problem. 
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| can tell you that the delegation was not embarrassed to say, on 
N and its chairman, Col Lansana Conte, that the Guinear people and 
the Guinean government were behind the African nations. 

Should the Chad government and people find a solution to their problem, Guinea 
would stand by them to help reorganize on legal bases while making its modest 


contribution to the reconstruction of their country. 
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[Question] As far as you could see, what is the attitude of countries in 


the subregion that had not yet received a goodwill mission from the CMRN 


after 3 April. I mean, their attitude toward the Guinean government. 


LAnswer] Actually, the object of my delegation's mission was to carry a 
message to most West African chiefs of states. This took us to Dakar, Bissau, 
Praia, Nouakchott, Bamako, Ouagadougou and Niamey. That was to present the 
grievances of the Guinean government to brother vernments, to obtain thei 
Opinion on the forthcoming convening of the ECOWAS summit in Lome, Togo. 

[t thus happened that, after 3 April, our government had not sent a goodwill 
mission to the Gambian, Mauritanian and Cape-Verdian brother yvovernments. 








Inthese countries, at all levels, we noted that the chiefs of states and 
the governments were quite pleased to see representatives of the new Guinean 
government on the soil of their countries. 


Right away, therefore, they did not fail to inform our delegation of their 
grief at seeing our goverment send official delegations not only to most 
territories in our subregion, but also to many other African and foreign 
countries, which never came to their own countries. 


Also without any embarrassment, the Guinean delegation lost no time. 


It had to do what was needed, namely explain to these three countries that no 
goodwill mission had been sent to them in time because our government as- 
sumed that they would fully understand what conditions in Guinea had been like 
for over two decades, considering that the leaders of these three countries, 
or at least of two of them,as well as the president of Cape Verde who himself 
had lived on Guinean soil, knew what domestic conditions in our country were 
like. We explained that we--President Lansana Conte and ourselves--were al- 
ready convinced that these people and these presidents would be wholeheartedly 
with us. And, after our explanations, they did agree. And this is why I 

can assure you that these countries were, are and still remain on the side of 
the new Guinean government. 
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GULNEA 


YUGOSLAV ENERGOPROJECT DELEGATION VISIT 
Conakry HOROYA in French 8 Nov 84 p 5 


[Article by I. Sory Dieng and Alhassane T. Bah: "Energoproject in the Field 
in Guinea" ] 


[Text] As if to take stock of bilateral cooperation or, more presisely, of 
the 20-year operation of the Yugoslav company Energoproject in Guinea, a 
high-level delegation of that company visited our country from 4 to 8 No- 
vember. Messrs Ljubomir Molovic, chief executive officer, Ivan Krstic, 
resident manager, and Tihomir Nenadic, manager of the construction division, 
were successively received by the heads of the Departments of International 
Cooperation, Energy and Konkoure, Industry, Mines and Geology, Agriculture, 
and Foreign Trade, and also met with the prime minister before their audience 
with the chief of state. 


Mr Tihomir Nenadic revealed that "the objective of the visit was to negotiate 
with the government various projects included in the programs of several min- 
istries, in particular Mines and Geology, Energy, Agriculture, and Housing 
and Urban Affairs. 


We should note that the Guinean prime minister's visit to Yugoslavia had 

been an encouragement for Energoproject as far as future cooperation is con- 
cerned. Here, we must acknowledge that, although it has been operating in 
Guinea for 22 years, the Yugoslav company was not very active during the past 
10 years, "for lack of contracts." This is why the delegation came to assess 
the situation in the field and ensure a revival of cooperation. 


In 1962, when it started its first operation in the field, Energoproject 
completed in close succession: the expansion of the Great Falls hydroelectric 
dam project and the construction of the Kale dam with a 15-million-m3 reser- 
voir. With an additional two-unit extension, capacity was increased from 10 
to 20 MW of installed power. At the same time, the second Conkeah hydro- 
electric power plant (15 MW with a 250,000-m? dam) was established. 


After setting up the overhauling project for the independent port of Conakry, 
Energoproject was solicited for a contract to set up the Boke industrial Zone 
on behalf of the Boke Development Office. 








In the meantime, the company had also completed the Dubreka-Forecariah and 
the Donkeah-Matoto power lines; it had build Socomer; and it had repaired the 
buildings of the Ministries of Industry and Public Works. 


Current contracts cover, in particular, the power supply of the town of 
Conakry, including the overhauling of the Donkeah power plant and of the 
Donkea-Matoto power line. 





Another contract, which was entirely financed by Yugoslavia, involves construc— 
tion of a new power plant, Maneah II. Current negotiations provide for the 
construction or extension of other projects, among which we should mention the 
Daboyah power plant, Kinkon II and the development of the Kolon plain in the 
Tougue area. 


Apart from the above projects, we should mention that the Yugoslav company is 
a partner of SBD (Dabola Bauxite Company). As such, Energoproject, which car- 
ried out all the research work, prepared the feasilibity study that demon- 
strated the good profitability of the project. 


Energoproject is one of the 12 partners of the Mifergui Nimba project, which 
will not be started for another year. 


As far as housing is concerned, the department concerned has already held 
extensive consultations with Energoproject, pending a solution to the problem 
of financing. As a footnote, let us recall that in 1962 Yugoslavia had pre- 
pared an urban development program for the town of Conakry. The plan has now 
become technically obsolete and, through that country's embassy, our govern-: 
ment has just taken steps to have it updated. In this connection, the Zagreb 
company is expected to send a mission to Conakry in the next few days. 


However, "without an energy base, you cannot develop industry, nor agricul- 
ture, still less infrastructure"; this remark made by Mr Tihomir is worth its 
weight in gold. 


For the time being, Energoproject--which has also provided capital grants for 
the city and for agricultural engineering and the Daboyah plantation--is busy 
putting the final touch to the feasilibity study for the technical base of 
the Conakry airport. 


Moreover, after 20 years of cooperation that left an imprint in the field, 
we may well expect that future collaboration between Yugoslavia and Guinea 
will be still more fruitful. 


This is confirmed by the fact that the Yugoslav delegation reaffirmed its 
desire to do so, and by the dispositions shown by the new Guinean authorities. 
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GULNEA 


RURAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION DISCUSSED WITH IVORY COAST 
Conakry HOROYA in French 6 Nov 84 p 3 
[Article by Youssouf Cherif Haidara: "Guinea-Ivory Coast Cooperation" ] 


[Text] On 25-29 October, the delegation of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water and Forest Resources of the Republic of the Ivory Coast made a tour 

to get acquainted with cadres of the Agriculture, Water and Forest Resources 
Departments of the provinces of Kindia and Labe. This tour was organized in 
connection with the broadening of bilateral cooperation between Guinea and 
the Ivory Coast in the field of rural economy. 


The Ivorian delegation was headed by Mr Ives Nagui, director of agriculture. 
In the province of Kindia, in the morning of 25 October, the delegation vis- 
ited the Daboya facilities of the Foulaya Agro-Zootechnical Institute and, 
later on, the Kim Il Sung agronomic Research Center of Kilissi. 


The Ivorians were much interested by the forest of Dounkiwal which covers 
an area of 1,350 hectares and consists of various species, namely gmelina 
arborea, teck and caicedra which are used to make match b.xes, electric and 
telephone poles, and paper pulp. 


At Mamou, our Ivorian brothers visited the fish-breeding station located 3 km 
from the prefecture seat, prior to accompanying the prefect, chief warrant 
officer Sekou Toure, member of the Military Committee for National Recovery, 
to Dalaba where they visited the Dounkimagna tree nursery, "the Dalaba FAO 
project financed by the UN Development Program." 


From 27 to 29 October, our guests were in the province of Labe where they 
got acquainted with the Pita forestry relations [as published] and the wells 
located along the Pita-Labe stretch. 


After these visits, rural economy technicians and cadres of the province of 
Labe met with the Ivorian technicians to discuss methods and the organization 
of agriculture and water and forestry resources. 


The head of the Ivorian mission was to seize this opportunity to thank the 
authorities of Dalaba, Mamou, Kindia and Pita for the welcome extended to 
him and his colleagues. As far as cooperation between the two countries 1s 
concerned, Mr Ives Nangui requested frequent meetings between cadres of 

the Agriculture and Water and Forestry Resources Departments. 
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GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


ITALIAN TECHNICAL, SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION--In addition to the part it plays 

in other sectors of our countr,"s economy, the Italian government has now 
decided to enlarge its cooperation with Guinea in the technical and scientific 
sectors. In this case, the former IPS Lexpansion unknown] of Kindia will be 
provided with a new technological center: equipment, machine installation, 
agricultural-implement manufacturing, for a total of $270,000 plus $170,000 
in a second stage. The new Kindia vocational training center will train tech- 
nicians capable of completing agricultural projects, manufacturing agricul- 
tural implements, small machines and transportation vehicles. [na first 
stage, the project will be integrated with respect to development and tech- 
nological expertise; as for the second stage, it will deal with realizations, 
the development of new and renewable energy sources, the development of wood 
resources and the creation of health facilities. This large project will be 
correlated to another providing for the creation of a pilot center for the 
promotion of agriculture. That project, we learned, will be located at 
Kolente, in the Kindia prefecture. [Text] [Conakry HOROYA in French 8 Nov 84 
p 5j 9294 


SOVIET TECHNICIANS IN MONCHON--A large Soviet mission consisting of seven 
experts has been visiting the Tougnifily subprefecture since 3 November to 
determine what construction works will be needed for the Monchon plain de- 
velopment project, and where they should be located. The mission is accom- 
panied by Messrs Phons Keita and Alias Bangoura, respectively general direc- 
tor of agricultural engineering and manager of the Monchon project; before 
going to Tougnifily, the mission met with the Boffa authorities. During this 
meeting, the prefect, Capt Felix QOuou-Ouou-Toupou, mentioned in particular 
that prefecture authorities were available to carry out efficiently any tasks 
assigned to them. Explaining the objective of the mission he is acccmpany- 
ing, Mr Phons Keita stated that "this first stage, designed to identify and 
site construction works, will result in a report that will be submitted to 
the Guinean party and will eventually lead to the study stage." As is known, 
the Monchon project does not involve just rice growing. It is an integrated 
project that will also involve livestock farming. [Text] (Conakry HOROYA in 
French 8 Nov 84 p 5] 9294 











IVORY COAST 


PRESIDENT DISCUSSES ASPECTS OF MARITIME OPERATIONS 
Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 26 Sep 84 p 27 


[Excerpts] Today is World Sea Day. On this occasion, President Houphouet- 
Boigny addressed a message to the Ivorian nation very clearly developing the 
theme established for this year: "The Sea--Priority International Coopera- 
tion Sector." 


The chief of state took advantage of the occasion to pay homage to our young 
maritime industry, because of the effort it has put forth to achieve inclu- 
Sion in the concert of great maritime nations. In fact, the sea is becoming 
more cf an essential factor in the future of mankind with every passing day, 
in the view of President Houphouet-Boignvy. 


"Together with the entire international maritime community, the Ivory Coast 
is celebrating the Seventh World Sea Day at this month's end. 


Training Has Priority 


This is the time to note that one of the main concerns in our domestic mari- 
time policy remains the training of men, the measure of harmonious and endo- 
genous development. 


This is why we hail this Seventh World Sea Day, based on the theme of ‘World 
Cooperation for Training Maritime Personnel,’ with great satisfaction. 


In fact, beginning just after it won its independence, our country has 
equipped itself with operational training structures, the rapid development 
of which and access given to brotherly countries in the subregion have given 
the process of maritime training considerable impetus, and have come to the 
attention of a number of international organizations, in particular the conm- 
petent agencies in the United Nations system. 


In this same spirit of desire to meet the increasing needs of our country in 
terms of skilled maritime personnel, the decision made in 1975 to reorganize, 
by regionalizing, the training center existing in the Ivory Coast, through 
the creation of the Regional Academy of Maritime Science and Technology in 
Abidjan, was enthusiastically welcomed at the fourth session of the young and 
promising Conference of Ministers of West and Central African Nations on 
Maritime Transportation. 
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I am happy to take this opportunity to express warm thanks to all countries 
and international institutions which have contributed and are continuing to 
contribute support to the building of this academy, including France, Japan, 
Norway and South Korea, the United Nations Development Program, the Inter- 
national Maritime Organization, the UNCTAD, the African Development Bank and 
the European Development Fund. 


The launching of this program of a basically regional nature thus represents 
an exemplary success in this important sector of world cooperation for the 
training of maritime personnel. 


The first phase of this achievement now and henceforth provides the embryo of 
the future regional academy, accommodating students from various nations in 
the subregion. 


The second phase, which will soon be launched, will make possible the full 
transfer of all the schools to the very beautiful Niangon-Lokoa site as of 
the beginning of the 1985-86 school year. The initial capacity of the 
regional academy will then be about 250 students. 


The interest shown by these countries and institutions in this major project 
bears witness not only to the great reputation our country enjoys on the 
international level, but also the need for overall and harmonious maritime 
development with respect for the highest international norms in the realm of 
training maritime personnel, navigational safety and the safeguarding of the 
maritime environment. 


Within this context, it is important to note the entry into effect in the 
month of April of this year of the 1978 International Convention on the Norms 
for the Training of Maritime Personnel, Issuance of Certificates and Watch 
Duty, which establishes minimal professional norms for maritime personnel! on 
an international level. 


Subregional Solidarity 


We should note that the Malmo World Maritime University, established in July 
1984 on the initiative of the International Maritime Organization, and thanks 
to the valuable help of the Swedish authorities, has just concluded an impor- 
tant seminar on aid in the planning of maritime training programs, in which 
our country participated actively. 


It is with satisfaction that I note, in all of these maritime training activ- 
ities, concrete subregional solidarity and active international cooperation, 
factors of leading importance in the achievement of the new international 
maritime order. It has not been affected by the temptation to turn inward 
toward one's problems, which is inherent in any economic crisis. 


The new international maritime order also and primarily represents effective 


participation by the Third World and the Ivory Coast in particular in the 
transport of the goods generated by their foreign trade. 
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This is why for a number of years our country has never ceased to be in the 
vanguard of the peaceful battle for the development of the fleets of the 
young nations. Thanks to the joint activities of the companies and bodies in 
the Ivorian maritime sector, our domestic companies are handling a major part 
of the traffic on regular lines and are preparing to engage in bulk goods 
transport. 


I would fail in my duty if I did not mention here the honor enjoyed by our 
country in occupying the presidency of the Conference of United Nations Pleni- 
potentiaries on Vessel Registration Requirements, of which the first concern 
is the harmonious development of international maritime transportation to the 
benefit of each and every one. If some may have thought that the scope of 
this conference would be limited for the developing countries, for lack of 
financial means and the skilled personnel needed to operate their fleets, it 
would be because they have forgotten the spectacular development of our 
domestic fleet and the maritime training courses offered thanks to the inter- 
national cooperation which I have described. 


But the sea is not the private preserve of maritime trade. Technical ad- 
vances pertaining to the exploitation of ocean resources have opened up 
unbelievable prospects for development, particularly in the realms of food, 
energy and mining. 


lishment of the International Sea Bottoms Authority, which wi 
authority for the rational exploitation of minerals in the ocean depths, 


within the framework of the new international agreement on the law of the 
sea. 


In this connection the Ivory Coast is participating actively in the estab- 
] 
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Defining a Prospecting Policy 


On the national level, it is important that the complex of operational, study 
and research structures join together in their efforts to assess the poten- 
tial of our waters, and to clarify state action in the definition of an 
overall policy for the exploration and exploitation of our resources. Thus 
it is necessary to develop active cooperation with our traditional partners 
and friends, and more particularly with the brotherly countries in our sub- 
region, with which we have launched fruitful joint action in the realm of 
maritime environmental protection. 


On this last point, I am pleased to emphasize that the Ivory Coast is playing 
a leading role in this sector. 


For example, our country occupies the presidency of the West and Central] 
African Orientation Committee on Maritime Environment, and in 1985, will host 
the meeting of this committee in Abidjan. This event will be accompanied by 
two workshop seminars, one on maritime environment and the other on indus 
trial environment. 


The implementation of the plan of action for the protection and development 
of maritime resources and the coastal zones of West and Central Africa also 








requires a suitable level of training. It is for this reason that beginning 
now, the Abidjan Regional Academy is planning to develop training programs in 
this sector. 


In view cf all these efforts and all these achievements I have had occasion 
to mention today, I am fully confident concerning the future of exploitation 
of the seas, which as the great steps taken toward the new international 
maritime order demonstrate, is contributing effectively to the advent of the 
new world economic order. 


I am happy to note, finally, that thanks to a constant and joint effort on 
the part of the nations of good will and each individual, in which the Ivory 
“yast is participating actively, the sea is becoming a source of well-being 
ind peace in the world." 
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IVORY COAST 


EDUCATION MINISTER DISCUSSES TEACHER ASSIGNMENT ISSUE 
Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 18 Oct 84 p 9 
[Article by Lambert Kouassi] 


[Text] "There is no plot against the teachers." It was with these words 
that Minister of National Education, Scientific Research and Teaching Balla 
Keita reassured the teachers in Daloa. Dr Balla Keita visited the capital of 
the Center-West last Friday within the framework of his surprise visits to 
national establishments after the beginning of the 1984-85 school year. 


In the course of a nonstop tour, Dr Keita visited all the public and private 
educational establishments, as well as the primary schools. He took this 
opportunity to reassure the teachers in this locality that there was no plot 
against them. 


At each site, Minister Balla Keita explained the meaning of the new steps 
taken by his cabinet, to wit, the allocation of scholarships, student and 
pupil orientation and parallel recruiting. 


The point on which the minister placed emphasis was that pertaining to 
teacher assignments. 


Because of the departure of a large number of foreign teachers, he noted, it 
was decided on 19 September to undertake an equitable redistribution of 
teachers throughout the national territory. This was because the institu- 
tions in the large towns had a surplus of teachers, while there was a short- 
age in the interior. It was thus to correct this disparity that the minister 
of national education, scientific research and teaching decided on the re- 
ported transfer of teachers, without taking trade union membership into 
account. 


It happened that certain members of the National Secondary Schoolteachers 
Union (SYNESCI) of the Ivory Coast were affected by these transfers. 


Further Explanation 
They immediately circulated a rumor to the effect that an effort was being 
made to break the union, and thus that there was a plot against the teachers. 


"There is no plot against the teachers," Dr Balla Keita insisted. He added 
that "in the PDCI [Democratic Party of the Ivory Coast] we never camouflage 
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our actions. If there is a problem with the teachers, we will tell them so 
openly and clearly." 


Having given this explanation, Minister Balla urged the teachers involved to 
take up their newly assigned posts, Monday 15 October being the final dead- 
line. On that date, men and women teachers who have not taken up their 
duties will be struck from the civil service registers, pure and simple. And 
the minister reiterated his slogan, which is moreover well-known: "A foot 
inside for advantages and a foot outside for demagogy is unacceptable." The 
enthusiastic applause which greeted the minister's speech demonstrated the 
undeniable support of the Daloa teachers. 


This conviction was strengthened by the speech delivered by teacher of 
history and geography Mr Malick during the work session at Secondary School 
No 2, which lasted more than 3 hours. Mr Malick assured Dr Balla Keita of 
the militant attitude of the Daloa teachers and their sense of responsi- 
bility. The speaker proposed that in the future, teacher transfers be 
announced 2 or 3 months before the long vacation period, which would avoid 
the social and financial problems currently encountered. Note was taken of 
this recommendation. 


It was an open and sincere dialogue in which the minister, the students and 
the teachers in Daloa engaged. Dr Balla Keita was able to see the enthusiasm 
which characterizes the students and teachers in Daloa. 


To the students, Mr Balla Keita urged work and respect for their parents and 
teachers. To the teachers, the minister advocated militant activity, compe- 
tence and the abandonment of hatred and suspicion. The minister reassured 
the parents of the students that the scholarship rates will be maintained, 
and all of the children promoted to the 6th and 2nd forms will have scholar- 
ships. Scholarships granted to students with baccalaureate certificates will 
be based on the country's needs. 


In conclusion Mr Balla Keita said he has faith in the youth of our country. 
"The development of the Ivory Coast is your business," he told those present. 
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IVORY COAST 


ASPECTS OF INCREASED PRC COOPERATION REPORTED 
Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN in French 28 Sep 84 p 3 
[Article by Adama Diabate: "Chinese Donate Farm Equipment to Our Country"] 


[Excerpt] With a view to a joint study of the possible means of further 
developing trade and economic relations between our two countries, an expo- 
sition of the products of the People's Republic of China opened yesterday at 
the Hotel Ivoire. 


Far from being a simple trade event, this exposition is also designed to 
deepen and multiply the contacts between the people of Ivory Coast and the 
PRC, both on the level of business and that of mutual understanding and 
friendship between Ivory Coast and China. 


Therefore, in the course of the opening ceremony at which Minister of Com- 
merce Nicolas Kouandi Angba presided, the Chinese exhibition delegation 
presented all of the farm machines and tools exhibited to the government of 
Ivory Coast as a gift. 


Valued at more than 8 million CFA francs, this lot of farm equipment and 
tools donated by China includes, among other things, two motor-drive culti- 
vators for use in irrigated or arid land, as well as nurseries, several 
diesel and gasoline engines, four submersible electric pumps for irrigation, 
a spraying machines, threshing machines, etc. 


Minister Kouandi said that by organizing this first commercial exposition in 
Ivory Coast, the Chinese government could not have found a better way of 
underlining the importance it is thus assigning to the first official con- 
tacts between the operators in our two countries. 


Low Trade Level 


The minister of commerce then commented that there is an effective potential 
for trade cooperation between China and Ivory Coast, such that opportunities 
like this exposition should allow gradual correction of the low level of our 
overall trade. 


In fact, the Ivory Coast imported goods worth 3.9 billion CFA francs in 
1979, as compared to exports of 22 million CFA francs, and in 1982, we 
imported goods worth 8.6 billion as compared to exports of 1.6 billion. 
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"It is very obvious," the minister said, "that the potential of the market in 
the Ivory Coast, expanded to the vast markets of the West African subregion, 
can offer brighter prospects for Chinese export products, and a number of the 
needs of this great friendly country could be covered by products from the 
Ivory Coast." 


Finally, Minister Kouandi, after thanking the Chinese government for the gift 
of farm tools and machinery, voiced the hope that the products exhibited will 
contribute to improving the position of Chinese operators on the Ivorian 
market, and that Ivorian operators can go to Beijing in the near future to 
establish the concrete foundations of an increase in our exports as well. 


Prior to the speech made by Minister Kouandi, Mr Guo Dongpo, vice president 
of the Chinese Council for International Trade Development and head of the 
trade mission, expressed satisfaction that thanks to the joint effort of the 
two parties, bilateral cooperation relations are progressing favorably, as is 
friendship and mutual understanding. 


"We would like to seek new ways and means with your country of further devel- 
oping economic, commercial and technical relations between the two countries 
more dynamically, while at the same time observing the principles of ‘equal- 
ity and mutual advantage, efficiency, diversity of forms and joint develop- 
ment.'" 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEFS 


PRC AMBASSADOR PRESENTS GIFTS--Wang Hao, Chinese ambassador to Mozambique, 
this afternoon delivered medical and hospital equipment and an assortment of 
medicine to the Ministry of Health of our country. Deputy Minister of Health 
Fernando Vaz spoke to our correspondent about the gift: [Begin Vaz recording] 
The gift is aimed at facilitating the work being done by Chinese doctors 
operating in Mozambique, particularly at Machava Hospital and the Pemba 
Provincial Hospital. These doctors have accomplished extremely useful work 
for the needy. They have adapted well to the national health policy. Really, 
they are (?good) ambassadors of the PRC. In the field they contribute to 

the strengthening of friendship between the Mozambican and Chinese peoples. 
This gift is one of many other gifts that the government of the PRC has given 
to our country. The gift is part of the traditional policy of the Chinese 
Government, which dates back to the struggle of national liberation. [Text] 
[Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 21 Nov 84] 
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NIGER 


BUYERS VICTIMIZED DESPITE DROP IN OFFICIAL FOODSTUFFS RATES 
Meat Substitution 

Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 423, 8 Oct 84 p 13 

[Arcicle in the column: “Letter to My Sister” ] 

[Text| My dear sister, 


Last week, when we Went to the market to buy meat for frying in preparation 
for your departure, you commented on how expensive it was. Well, just after 
you left, a municipal decision changed the prices of several roodstuffs, 
specifically meat, poultry, fish and some fruit. To mention some exauples: a 
kilogram of boneless beef costs 600 francs, and the saine tor mutton; a 
kilogram of beef with bone has dropped to 450, goat to 350 and camel to 400 
francs. 


You will no doubt say to me, in this regard, that it was high time, because 
Since the beginning of the stock reduction era many have been askin; why such 
a decision lias not been taken. Jn tact, animals have been, and are still, 
very cheap. Now that the decision nas been taken, the only problem a 
household still has is to distinguish between beef and camel, mutton aud 
voat. 


I know perfectly well that the butchers will still manage to sell us beef and 
camel at the Saine price per kilogram, just as they have always done. Tie 
inspectors will ‘only be able to see fire.’ One of the tricks is to display 
the rear end of a sheep (takiny care to leave on the tail) and to stuck a lot 
of goat meat on cop ot it. See how easy it is to deceive the buyer? 


ln regard to poultry, the top price of chicken is 500 trancs and of guinea- 
towl 7/50, I believe tinat in this category it was some tinie ago that prices 
dropped considerably, and one could get big chickens for less than 500 

francs. You know that poultry is very vulnerable at this season, which is why 
the producers want to move it as fast as possible. 

As for fish, choice varieties (threadfin, carp...) now cost 1,000 francs per 
kiloyraw. The vendors are having trouble adjusting to this measure. Also, 
most of the time the scales is at the front of their stall only for 


appearance's sake. 


Goodbye, wy sister. 
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Seafood Swindle 
Niaiiey SAHEL HEBDO in Frencin No 424, 15 Oct 384 p 16 


{Article in the column: “Letter to My Sister] 
[Text{ Dear sister, 


Last week I told you about the chanpe in prices of certain foodstuffs such as 
meat, fish, poultry and some fruits. I also told you how the vendors always 
succeed in taking advantaye of the customer. Since then, a number ot 
households have been victims of the bad attitude of fish vendors who refuse to 
apply the officially set per-kiloyram prices. 


Sometimes they flatly refuse to sell to people who dare to ask for weighing. 
Also, most fish vendors do not have scales. On the rare occasion when you see 
one scale in a whole line, believe me it is there only in token status and is 
only used when an inspection agent or policeman is present. Even then, I 

don't know how, they still manage to “swindle” us. One of my friends was a 
victim of this. What really amazes me, wy dear, is that sometimes they beg 

you not to ask them for fish by the kilopram because, they say, “you See, ny 
girl, I wyself had to pay more for it, I swear it; or, you kuow you do not 

Want to cause your mother loss.” You see, under these conditions you sometines 
have to buy at their price, or, under the best conditions, slightly less. 


In regard to the cooking competition that I mentioned in a previous letter, it 
was held on 7 October at the Oumarou Ganda Cultural Center. Many dishes were 
entered, in particular by tne Nizerien Women's Association (AFN) and 
representatives of the International Women's Club. There were entries ot 
Benin, Nigeria, China, Maii, Senegal, Korea, etc... The change in the price 
of beans was a ‘prime topic” because most entered at least one bean dish. 

The Beninese led the field, however, in entering at least half a dozen dishes 
of this vegetable, which, though previously disdained, is now beyinniny to 
become part of our food habits. The proof is that it costs more than rice. 


On this note, I say goodbye. 
P.S. I will send you the names of the winners and their food recipes. 


Your sister. 


9920 


CSO: 3419/149 





NIGER 


REPORTAGE ON KOUNTCHE'S AGRICULTURAL CAMPAIGN ASSESSMENT TOUR 
Niainey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 428, 12 Nov 84 pp 3,4 


[Text] On the level of national developments, the main event of the past week 
was the agricultural-animal husbandry evaluation tour throughout the country 
by Seyni Kountche, president of the Supreme Military Council and head of state. 


The first stage of this marathon tour was Diffa department, where the head oi 
State found a critical food situation due to the low and poorly distributed 
rainfall and the long drought since August. Of a production (millet-sorginunm) 
of 802 tons, Diffa department now has left only 683 tons. There was thus good 
reason for the head of state to emphasize here the matter of off-season crops. 


At Zinder, the subject was economic recovery measures, and, in this connection, 
President Kountche talked to the people about the banning of expensive 
celebrations at goverument level (receptions on the 15 April and 18 December 
nolidays), and postponement of the traditional wrestling chanpionship and the 
smaller festivals until better times. He appealed to all for simplicity in 
arranging marriage and baptism ceremonies. 


Ayadez, the third stop on the presidential tour, this year had its worst 
harvest for 50 years, with all that that implies in food and grazing problems. 
However, at Agadez there is also the economic field, in view of the mining 
establishments there. And in this case it is in the Nigerian Coal Company 
(SONICHAR) that the shoe pinches. The head of state concluded that SONICHAR 
is faced with “lack of technical expertise on the part of Nigerien technicians 
and expatriates, as well as a management problew, and this has been true since 
its establishment.” 


At Tahoua, where the food shortage is estimated at 100,000 tons, the head of 
state praised the labor conversion effort that has, since the end of the 
season, been linked to work on off-season crops. 


In regard to animal husbandry, the head of state announced that a national 
seminar on animal husbandry in Niger will held soon. This meetiny will 

study all the limitations handicapping development of this important sector of 
the national economy and will plan solutions to the endemic problems of lack 
of pasturage that negate the efforts of our stock raisers. 


From Tahoua, the head of state went to Maradi, where he praised the national 


solidarity effort that the people have exerted to reduce the department's 
50,00UG-ton shortfall in grain. Also in Maradi, President Kountche announced 
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the end of the era of big projects that when completed leave only a few 
buildings and wagons in the area. 


It was then Dosso department's turn to receive President Seyni Kountche. 
This department, although the best supplied with millet and sorghum, still has 
shortfall of 30,000 tons of grain. 


At Dosso, the head of state placed particular emphasis on the institutions of 
tne Development Corporation. He said that these are a framework in which each 
is called on to assert himself and act for the development of our country. 


In Nianey, the last stage of the tour, the head of state said that the 1974 
pledge that “no Nigerien will die of hunger” is still in effect. The 
governnent is determined to handle any shortage of grain, not matter what the 
cost. 


Also, President Seyni Kountche reaffirmed that, whatever the situation, Niger 
will give a true picture of its grain production. 


9920 
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NIGER 


BRIEFS 


BELGIAN AGRICULTURAL ACCORDS SIGNED--The minister of foreign affairs and 
cooperation, Ide Oulmarou, and the Belgian ambassador to Niger, Kirk Lettens, on 
26 October signed three special agreements involving total financing of 
861,900,000 CFA francs spread over 6 years. The first agreement, named 
“Kourtere Seed Farm Project,” will cost 429,683,000 CFA francs and its purpose 
is production of seeds of satisfactory quantity and quality on 25 hectares. 
The second agreement, called "Permanent Evaluation Project,” will cost 
168,667,000 CFA francs. Its purpose is to analyze on a permanent basis the 
production results of irrigated areas, to develop statistical checking 
records, to engage in retraining of agricultural specialists, and to 

establish a unit for evaluation of the overall results achieved. The final 
agreement, “Development of Say Area," involves a financing cost of 263,550,000 
CFA francs and its purpose is to establish a production and marketing 
infrastructure in that area that will enable maximum intensification of rice 
growing, training of rice growers, help to production by providing 
agricultural equipment, and establishment of a training center for creating 
the infrastructure necessary for production’ and for maintenance of water 
resource management. |Excerpt] ‘!Niamey SAHEL HEBDO in French No 426, 29 

Oct 84 p 3] 9920 
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NIGERIA 


SHORTAGES AT STEEL MILL CAUSE 6 MILLION NAIRA LOSSES MONTHLY 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 13 Oct 84 p 24 
[Article by Nike Nwanjo] 


[Text] THE Jos Steel Roling Company Limited is now losing over N6 million 
monthly as a result of acute shortage of billets, one of its basic raw mater- 
ials. 


Investigations into the frequent stoppage of production by the mill showed 
that problems of raw materials had been crippling operation: at the mill since 
March this year, 


Available statistics showed that when the mill went into production in Febru- 
ary 1983, its average daily production of billets per shift was 700 tonnes 
valued at N280,000. 


But since March this year, the mill which is capable of producing over 16,000 
tonnes or steel products a month has drastically reduced its production capac- 
ity to 3,000 tonnes per month, 


This, it was understood was because the Delta Steel Company, Aladja which is 
the only supplier of billets now supplies only 1,000 tonnes of billets ina 
month. 


At the moment, the mill hardly operates up to two full days in a month. 


During the commissioning of the mill in March 1983, the former Minister of 
Steel Development, Malam Mamman Aii Makele, said that there would be no prob- 
lem of shortage of raw materials because, according to him, the Delta Steel 
Company, Aladja is there to supply all the required billets. 


During a Press briefing in his office early this year, the General Manager 

of the mill, Mr. A. J. Ahmadu, said that as a result of poor supply of billets 
to the mill, the company made a representation to the Federal Government to 
approve the importation of 446 million worth of billets to supplement the short 
fall of 150,000 tonnes. 


CSO: 3400/178 
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PILGRIMAGES SCORED AS DRAIN ON ECONOMY 


Enugu DAILY STAR in English 12 Oct 84 p 3 


[ Editorial: 


[Text ] 


Gxce the Buhari administration 
came into power, it has carried 
the nation along in its bid to restore 
the economy of the country and 
working hard to pay back the 
accummulated foreign debt. 


THE call fur sacrifice by all citizens 
was, therefore, very appropriate 
What baffles the ‘Daily Star’, how- 
ever, is that there seem to be some 
areas of tightening-up which appear 
to be neglected for inexplicable 
reasons. 

WE are talking about the huge 
amount spent in 1984 merely to 
enable some Moslems and Christians 
go to pray in the Middle East (Saudi 
Arabia and Israol, in particular). 

UNDER the profligacy of the 
Gowon era, it was fashionable for 
more than 100,000 Nigerians (each 
receiving more than N1,000 in foreign 
exchange) to go on pilgrimage to 
Mecca and Jerusalem. 

IN 1984 the year of our greatest 
travail, about 20,000 Mosiems and 
more than 2,000 Christians officially 
went to pray in the Middle East; and 
sach was allowed W800 in foreign 
exchange! 

THIS works out at ¥17,600.000. 
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NIGERIA 


"Religious Pilgrimages and the Economy" ] 


NIGERIA. we are told, is a seculai 
state, not a religious one. Isn't it con- 
tradictory, or even paradoxical, that 
while we moan and shout that we are 
broke and are on our knees before the 
International Monetary Fund asking 
for a foreign exchange loan, we could 
fritter away N17.6 million in fareign 
exchange merely to indulge the 
religious fancy of a few Nigerians? 

ISNT it ironical that while many 
industries have been closed down 
and thousands of Nigerians thrown 
out of job because the government 
couldn't afford foreign exchange for 
the importation of raw materials, the 
same government could afford #17.6 
million for prayers in foreign lands? 

WE call for @ serious re-thinking on 
this issue of annual religious 
pilgrimages. The interest of a few 
Nigerians should not take precedence 
over the welfare of the majority. 

NIGERIANS now queue in the sun 
to purchase detergents, toilet soap, 
rice, vegetable oil and other 
commodities. The W&17.6 million 
“spent” for prayers in the Middle 
East, could have provided more raw 
materials either to keep hundreds of 
Nigerians in employment or recall 
those already laid off. 
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BUT come to think of these annual 
pilgrimuges: Does anyone pretend 
not to know that the majority of 
those who participate in them do so 
not out of religious fervour but for 
economic reasons? 

THE ‘Daily Star’ is not unaware of 
stories of toothless pilgrims who had 
returned with complete sets of 
teeth—all made of gold—only to 
become toothless again soon after 
their return. 

AND, if we may ask, as an epilogue, 
what has Nigeria gained from all the 
annual pilgrimages? Has honesty, 
truthfulness, patriotism, nationalism, 
general discipline and other virtues 
increased among those who have 
undertaken the pilgrimages? And of 
what influence are they on those who 
haven't? 

iF pilgrimages must continue, we 
strongly advise that they be at least 
suspended until our foreign exchange 
position improves. 
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NIGERIA 


*MG SANCTIONS RECRUITMENT OF EXPATRIATES 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 27 Sep 84 p 12 
[Article by Dupe Motojehi] 


[Text] FEDERAL Military Government has given a go-ahead for recruitment has 
given 4 go-ahead for recruitment of expatriates to man the Kaduna State Agri- 
cultural Development Project, Director, Federal Department of Agriculture and 
Rural Development, Mr. Oladosun Awoyemi, has said. 


He told the New Nigerian at an interview in Kaduna on Tuesday that the project 
had been held-up because no expatriate was prepared to accept the Nigerian 
salary grade level system and that government had resolved to appoint them 
under the initial generous terms to get the required personnel who were 
skilled and experienced on the job. 


Asked whether a Nigerian expert who qualified for the posts required would be 
appointed on these terms, the director said they would be given the Nigerian 

grade level system because at one stage of their training they would have en- 
joyed infrastructure and facilities provided by the government on education, 

while the foreign expert was trained at the expense of his own country. 


He also said the wage structure in Nigeria was binding on its citizens and 
that it was required of them to accept the offer by the government as an op- 
portunity to help in developing the nation as well as indigenising such posts. 


A recruitment panel had been sent to India and Unjteg Kingdom in June this 
year to engage qualified personnel to work on the project which was stalled 
for various administrative and political reasons, during the ousted civilian 
administration in Kaduna State. 


Their trip, he said, was fruitless because none of the expatriates approached 
was ready to take up the job on Nigerian salary grading system. 


Such recruitment in the past was done by the Federal Agricultural Recruitment 
Agency (FARA) abroad under which expatriates found it more advantageous to be 
paid in their own currencies out of the World Bank loan, in addition to generous 
allowances and benefits their job attracted. 


CSO: 3400/177 
33 














NIGERIA 


NEWSPAPER COMPANY EXPLAINS RETRENCHMENT OF WORKERS 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 4 Oct 84 p 12 


[Text] The management of the New Nigerian Newspapers Limited has explained 
that it had to retrench some staff in order to reduce redundancy at a time of 
severe recession". 


In an explanatory letter to the Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) which had 
questioned the purge, the Company Secretary, Malam Laminu Baba Gana, said the 
company did not consider the retrenchment of staff ‘a happy event" but went 
ahead with it "to reduce the increasing burden of staff salaries and related 
emoluments." 


The company's reply to the NUJ letter said the company had difficulty paying 
last August's salaries of certain categories of staff, adding that the situ- 
ation has not improved ever since and "is not likely to improve in the near 
future," 


The NUJ letter, signed by National Secretary, Jola Ogunlusi, had decried the 
retrenchment in the company calling it "unethical and unjustifiable.” 


It argued that with the take-off of a new venture, the New Nigerian Packaging 
Company, a new opening was created for redeployment of excess staff in the main 
company. 


The NUJ believed "floating" a new company was sufficient evidence that the New 
Nigerian Newspapers Limited had enough funds. 


But the Company Secretary said the retrenchment of redundant staff and the 
inauguration of the board of the New Nigerian Packaging Company (NNPC) were 
two different matters, both in objectives and means. 


Malam Laminu said the NNPC was incorporated in 1979 as a step in the attempts 
of the New Nigerian Newspapers Limited to be self-sufficient through commercial- 
isation. He said the company had to depend less on government funds because 
they "are now hard to come by" 


He said loans and credit facilities for the NNPC came not from the government 
but from a number of commercial and merchant banks which expected repayment 
of the principal loans and interests at the right time. 
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Malam Laminu said the loans and credit facilities given to the NNPC were not 


meant to take care of the "excess luggage" of the New Nigerian Newspapers 
Limited, 


He emphasised that the NNPC board was inaugurated to “concentrate on finding 
ways and means of enabling the packaging company to carve out and follow a 


financial path more auspicious than that of the New Nigerian Newspapers 
Limited." 


He reminded the NUJ that when the NNPC needed its own staff, it would adver- 
tise for the posts, adding that the skills in packaging were not necessarily 


the same as those of professional journalists. 


He stated that the New Nigerian Newspapers would not rescind its well consid- 
ered decision to retrench redundant staff in the affected areas." 
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NIGERIA 


STEEL COMPANY MISMANAGEMENT, MISHANDLING SCORED 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 5 Oct 84 p 1 
[Editorial: "Steels: A N4 Billion Albatross?"] 


[Text] A LITTLE while hence, it will be three years when steel rolled off the 
works of the Delta Steel Company, Aladja. An ecstatic minister of Steel De- 
velopment at the time, Malam Ali Makele, called it a ‘beautiful success story’. 
On January 22nd 1982, former President Shagari commissioned it. Thereafter” 
three rolling mills. Oshogbo, Jos. Katsina and the Ajaokuta'’s light section 
mills came on strean. 


Well aware of the role of steel in our national development, various govern- 
ments of this country had dearly wished to develop it, But like the sage had 
said, if wishes were horses, beggars would ride. True. Our steel ambitions 
seem set to drive us all aground. 


First, a serious mistake was made when the highest and the least steel reduc- 
tion technologies were employed. Aladja, an expensive turnkey project, is a 
show-piece of West German technology. On the other hand, Ajaokuta is Soviet 
Russia at its hilt. Secondly, steel development was pursued in isolation of 
the necessary supportive services and infrastructure--energy, transportation 
etc. And thirdly, adequate attemtion was not given to the need to exploit 
the locally available raw materials. Which is why both Aladja and Alaokuta 
light mills import their raw materials. Since Aladja feeds the three mills, 
any time it gets stuck as it is now and has been for a considerable time, 

the three mills grind to a halt. Indeed, Aladja is a tale of woe; only current 
foreign exchange difficulties compounding it by damming the flow to it of raw 
materials and spare parts. Nor is Ajaokuta faring any better. It's light 
section mill commissioned in July of 1983 ceased production some 90 days later 
and, presumably for lack of billets, has remained numb eversince. 


Today, by far, Ajaokuta faces more serious problems. Contractors handling 

the civil works have presented government with an ‘escalation’ fee of 770 
million Naira. Two of the major contractors, Messrs Fougerolle and Dumez, 
having failed to secure acceptance of this impossible demand, have stopped 
work for over a new now. If the only other contractor, Messrs Julius Berger 
follows suit and work on Aladja stops, the machines installed already will re- 
main idele and rust. Experts say it will cost 300 million to prevent this 
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happening--a well uigh price to pay for impatience, indecision and 
ineptitude, 


Meantime, the reports of the steel investigating panels set up early in the 
year are yet to be released. Even so, every evidence available suggests that 
the rot continues to deepen and some of the more ruinous practices persist. 
Hardly with any exception, management and labour relations within these com- 
plexes are known to be intensely divisive, with bickering and witch-hunting 

the order of the day. Only last month, a large number of workers, trained at 
great expense to the country, were removed at Ajaokuta by the former management 
in circumstances that were far from being clear. Things like this make one 
pity steel much less as Nigeria. 


Nearly four billion Naira has been poured into the steel programme to date. 
For that kind of money, the project should be managed and should do better. 
Uncoordinated activities, financial indiscipline, corruption and plain inep- 
titude have prevented this happening. These should and must be arrested. 
Our steel need not be a four-billion Naira albatross on the neck of our in- 
dustrial development nor a bottomless pit for public funds. The matter re- 
quires courage which foresight alone makes possible. A great deal of harm 
has already been done. More must not be permitted. 
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NIGERIA 


1,500 ILLEGAL ROUTES DISCOVERED AT BORDERS 

Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 5 Oct 84 p 12 

[Article by Adebisi Adekunle] 

[Text] OVER 1,500 illegal entry points have been discovered along our borders 
with neighbouring Niger and Benin republics by the Immigration Department in 
Sokoto State. 


The illegal entry points were discovered at Illela, Sabon-Birni, Kamba and 
Kangiwa bordering Niger and Benin republics. 





According to the source close to the Immigration Department in Sokoto, tradi- 
tional rulers and local communities assisted the department to identify the 
routes. 


One of such routes that baffled the Immigration Department, the source added, 
was the direct route from Niger Republic which terminated behind the Sokoto 
University permanent site, 


The source said the presence of large number of illegal aliens in the state 
pre-empted the Immigration Department to identify these routes, 


The source added that about 50 illegal aliens were being arrested and repatri- 
ated daily at our borders in the state. 


The Immigration Department was presently operating at 23 locations at the 
borders and three locations in the state capital, the source added. 


The Assistant Director of Immigration in charge of Sokoto State, Mr. V. C. 
Duru confirmed that the figures were slightly correct with the New Nigerian 
contacted him at his office. 


Rg-.said he discovered hundreds of such routes on his own during his recent tour 
te the border areas. 
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NIGERIA 


SEVERE DROUGHT CAUSES VILLAGERS TO MIGRATE 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 8 Oct 84 pp 1, 3 


[Text] SEVERE drought in some parts of the nothern states is forcing villagers 
to move for fear of starvation, according to New Nigerian investigations in the 
most severely affected states. 


The states are Sokoto, Bauchi, Borno, Gongola and parts of Kaduna and Kano 
states. 


Our Sokoto State Editor, Ibrahim Salihu reported that such exodus of people 
had been observed in Turtsawa, Garin Sarkin Adar, Maskaya, Maninar Kunar- 
Bakin Wake, Unguwar Lalle and Hawan-Duron in Sabon Birni District of Isa 
Local Government, Dumburum and Kwashabawa in Zurmi district of Kaura Namoda 
Local Government, 


Farmlands in these villages, including three demonstration plots of the Sokoto 
Agricultural Development Project (SADP) near Turtsawa village have been 
scorched by intense heat waves. 


Four farmers in Hawan-Duron confirmed that some villagers had left, saying that 
they had never seen anything like this in seven years. 


The Supervisor of Natural Resources in Kaura Namoda local government, Alhaji 
Abubakar Mohammed Kaura said, he had never witnessed such a scourge in the 
last 12 years. 


The sharp increase in the prices of foodstuffs in Damburu village were evi- 
dence of an immenent famine. 


The Village Head of Kwashabawa Magaji, Alhaji Ahmadu said a number of villagers 
had informed him that they were leaving. 


He said what was happening “was more than a drought", adding that for 20 days 
there was no rain in the village. 


He disclosed that the villagers were now eating some kind of naturally growing 
weed, called "Tafasa" in Hausa. 
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A large scale farmer and traditional ruler, Alhaji Mu'azu Danmalikin Gabake 
confirmed that there had been an exodus of people, saying the situation was 
bad. 


He appealed to government for quick assistance to drought victims, saying that 
it should not be sent through the co-operatives which he described as "faulty". 


Reports from the Daura Emirate of Kaduna State indicate that *he drought is so 
severe there that some farmers are leaving the area. 


Ir 


The emir, Alhaji Muhammadu Bashar told the New Nigerian that the drought of 
last year was still very much around. He said in places like Maiadua, Daura 
and Zango, even grass had been stunted by the drought. 


Alhaji Muhammadu appealed to state governments which would not allow foodstuffs 
to be taken to other states to rescind their decision so that food could be 
taken to drought areas. 


The District Head of Maiadua, Alhaji Ahmed said because of the drought re- 
sulting in crop failures, the people in Natsalle village have started to 
migrate elsewhere. 


In Bauchi State, the drought is most severe in Gamawa, Katagum and Uduh 
districts in Katagum emirate. 


The supervisor of the Katagum Local Government agricultural department, 
Alhaji Yusuf Baba told New Nigerian that the area had rain twice (on May 5 
and June 2) followed by a long day spell until September 1. 


He said maize did not do well at all, while millet which managed to survive 
was almost destroyed by ''tunkudu"” insects and quelea birds. 


Guineacorn, too, he said, would die unless there was more rain this month, 
which he believed was unlikely. 


The Emir of Katagum, Alhaji Muhammadu Kabir Umar said that reports received 
from district heads indicated that, at best farmers, would get about a third 
of the expected harvest. 


Our state editor in Bauchi Sani Haruna, however reported that a good harvest 
was expected in the southern parts of the state. 


From Maiduguri, Sani Haruna and Waziri Garba also reported that rain stopped 
in certain areas of Borno State way back in August and that the earlier ex- 
pectation of a bumper harvest had receded. 


The most affected areas are Geidam, Bade, Nguru and Fune local governments 
where crops, particularly those planted after the June dry spell are wither- 
ing and in some areas have dried up completely. 
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Some millet and guineacorn farm visited by our reporters had withered that the 
heavy rains being received now could do very little to revive them. 


The acting Chief Agricultural Officer in the Ministry of Agriculture, Mr. 

B. Y. Mshelia, told the New Nigerian that inadequate rainfall would do consid- 
erable damage to crops, especially those still at a critical stage of matur- 
ity. 


The Commissioner for Agriculture, Alhaji Mahmud Lawan, said the sudden stop- 
page of rain might yield only a small quantity of grains and other crops in 
the most drought-stricken areas. 


He said the government would now place more emphasis on irrigation as a way 
out of the drought problem. 


Plans, he said, were underway to reactivate some irrigation schemes, such as 
the 4,000 hectares Yobe irrigation project for rice and wheat cultivation. 


Sani Haruna, quoting sources in Nguru, reported that despite the food short- 
ages, and the closure of our borders, ''some unpatriotic businessmen are pur- 
chasing grains and smuggling them to Niger Republic." 


Gongola State Commissioner for Agriculture, Dr. Umafu Ibrahim Toungo told our 
reporter, Abubakar Umar that crop yields in the northern and central part of 
the state would fall below expectation. 


He said the areas experienced a dry spell of between 14 and 20 days in June 
and this followed the early establishment of rainfall which encouraged farmers 
to plant early. 


Dr. Toungo said the crop which suffered most was maize. 


Generally speaking however, he saw prospects for a bumper from the southern 
parts of the state, where, he said, rainfall, was more reliable in terms of 
quantity and distribution. 


The crops that are expected to form the bulk of the bumper harvest, according 
to the commissioner, are maize, groundnut and yams through guineacorn and rice 
appear to be doing well too. 


Hadejia Emirate in Kano State, is another area ravaged by drought, Sani 
Haruna said. 


He said that the area once known for large-scale millet and cotton production 
looked threatened by famine. 


The Head of the Hadejia Local Government Agriculture Department, Alhaji 
Zakari Dauda, told him that less than one-fifth of the crops was expected to 
be harvested in the less affected areas. 


In Kiri Kasamma and Guri districts Alhaji Zakari said no harvest was expected, 








He said due to the food shortages as a result of last year's drought 'Tafasa’' 
and "Ngidido" leaves were being eaten as substitutes for grains. 


Alhaji Zakari said that if people were to remain in their villages, the govern- 
ment would have to send in relief materials. 
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NIGERIA 


BORNO STATE SAID 220,000 TONS SHORT OF GRAIN 
Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 22 Oct 84 p 8 
{Article by Waziri Garba] 


[Text] BORNO State would require about 220,000 tonnes of grains from sources 
outside the state to offset an expected shortfall in grain production this 
year due to insufficient rainfall in most parts of the state, an official re- 
port on the rainfall and crop situation in Borno this year has indicated. 


The grains requirement is cstimated to cost the state government over 85 mil- 
lion Naira. 


According to the report prepared by the state's Ministrv of Agriculture, re- 
leased in Maiduguri, over one million hectares of land area were brought under 
cultivation in the state during the cropping season. 


The report said under normal rainfall condition, it would have yielded approx- 
imately 1.8 million tonnes of various grains, but only about 977,435 tonnes 
were expected to be harvested due to drought which affected crops, especially 
in the months of July, August and September--the months with concentration of 
rainfall in the state. 


For that reason, about 864,765 tonnes or 47 per cent of crops expected to ve 
harvested this year would be lost, the report added. 


This is made up of 272,240 tonnes of guineacorn, 278,705 tonnes of millet, 
69,960 tonnes of maize, 119,480 tonnes of rice, 46,040 tonnes of cowpeas and 
78,340 tonnes of ground nuts valued at current market at over one billion 
Naira. 


Although all crops were affected by drought, the report said, rice was a total 
failure because the little rainfall recorded was inadequate to sustain the 
crop, while damming activities on rivers Tadejia, in Kano and Jama are in 
Bauchi which supply water to Borno's main water source--River Yobe--hampered 
rice growth, 


The "fadamas" at the confluence of the two rivers at Gashua, a major rice 
producing area, did not flood this year to permit dry-season-farming due to 








the Tiga and Challawa dams constructed on River Hadejia by the Kano State 
Government, as well as Kafin Zaki Dam on the Jama'are River in Bauchi which 
reduced flow of water upstream, the report added. 


A conference held at Bagauua in Kano in 1978 between officials of the Kano 
and Borno state governments had agreed "to maintain a mean annual release of 
1,350 million cubic meters of water for lower Yobe requirements, to be main- 
tained at Gashua,'’ the report further explained. 


The report added that “statistics show that this flow is not being maintained 
now as agreed, thus turning Gashua, Geidam and Kakawa with about 30,000 
hectares hitherto rich in rice production, to wastelands.” 


Added to the implication of the damming of rivers upstream and inadequate 
rainfall was the menace of quelea birds which, despite current aerial efforts 
to control them, still caused damage to the few farmlands that had survived 
the drought, it said. 


Report from Fika Local Government area of the state still speaks of the "enor- 
mous population build-up of the birds." 


The report recommended as part of the immediate remedial measures to be taken 
by the state government "to avoid disaster" the procurement of about 220,000 
tonnes of grains from other states of the federation that have surplus grains. 


It said based on the estimated state's population of six million and grain re- 
quirement of 200 kg per individual per annum, the state would need 80,000 
tonnes of guineacorn, 60,000 tonnes of millet, 50,000 tonnes of maize and 
30,000 tonnes of rice, all valued at 85,780,000 Naira. 


CSO: 3400/177 








NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


PORT CLOSING--ALL ports will be closed on Monday, October 1, 1984, for the 
celebration of the nation’s 24th anniversary of independence. However, the 
ports will be opened for normal operations from Tuesday, October 2, 1984. 

A lecture titled "Twenty four years of Nigeria's independence," would be 
delivered on Tuesday, October 2 by Alhaji Babatunde Jose, one of Nigeria's 
leading journalists. The lecture, which is under the auspicies of Eko Hotels, 
is part of the celebrations of the 24th anniversary of Nigerian Independence. 
Alhaji Aliko Mohammed, also former chairman of the Daily Times group will be 
the special guest at the occasion. Group Captain Gbolahan Mudasiru, Governor 
of Lagos State, will preside at this special occasion. [Text] [Kaduna NEW 
NIGERIAN in English 27 Sep 84 p 12] 


GOLD MINING--GOVERNMENT experts have announced that following successful trail 
mining of gold in Ilesa, Oyo State, commercial production is to start in six 
months time. According to the monthly Business and Economic Digest published 
by United Bank for Africa Limited (UBA), government experts have claimed that 
about half a million ounces of gold deposits had been found around Ilesa. 

The experts also said Sokoto State is endowed with substantial gold reserves. 
Gold used as a yardstick for measuring currencies in international trade was 
valued at the end of August at about 350 Naira per ounce on the New York Stock 
Exchange. [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 30 Oct 84 p 12] 


ABUJA AIRPORT--NIGHT landing will no longer be possible at the Abuja Interna- 
tional Airport. This is because the installation of electrical works on the 
runway and tarmac has stopped. The Airport Manager, Malam Mohammed Usman, 
told the Minister of Transport and Aviation, Alhaji Abdullahi Ibrahim, during 
an inspection tour of the airport on Tuesday that the contractor handling the 
project had stopped work due to non-payment. Malam Mohammed also spoke of 
other problems facing the airport which were insufficient water supply, lack 
of fire extinguishers and inadequate power supply. He said the two boreholes 
at the airport could not supply enough water for the airport and the staff 
quarters, while the airport still relied on generators for its electricity 
supply. "We sometimes have to travel about 45 kilometres to get water for 
airport use," he said, [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 4 Oct 84 p 12] 


CUSTOMS SEIZES GOODS--NINE big containers of essential commodities ready to 
be illegally flown out of the country have been seized by the Customsmen at 
the Murtala Muhammed International Airport, Ikeja. The commodities, according 
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to Customs sources, were to be exported to West African neighbouring countries, 
Notable among the essential commodities were plastic wears, detergent and 
ointments. The sources disclosed that the goods were interecepted last week 
after they have been passed into the cargo hall of the airport. A senior of- 
ficial of the Customs Department who maintained anonimity confirmed the seizure 
but said that nobody was arrested because the goods were not accompanied. 

The Federal Government early this year ordered that essential commodities should 
not be exported to other countries because Nigeria could not continue to be 

a bread basket" to others moreso when Nigerians were finding it tough. In 

the face of this, the government refused to open the country's borders which 
have remained closed since the change of government on December 31, last year. 
[Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 4 Oct 84 pp l, 9] 


COAL DEPOSITS IN BENUE--ABOUT 57.4 million tonnes of coal deposits have so 

far been discovered at the Owukpa Coal Mines in Okpaku Local Government of 
Benue State. The manager of the mines, Mr. George Ematobi told visiting 
journalists that there were indications that further exploration would lead 

to the discovery of more deposits. He said the coal which was of high quality 
could take more than a century to extract adding that of the three mining sites 
in the area, only one was being evacuated to feed the Nkalagu Cement Company 
in Anambra State. Mr. Ematobi said the delay in siting an autonomous factory 
at Owukpa was due to the present economic hardship the country was facing. 
Earlier, the District Head of Owukpa, Chief Agbara Oji told the journalists 
‘that the people were not happy with developments at the Owukpa Mining Site, 
He said since exploration work started in 1952, the owners of the land had 
been deprived of the large portion of their farmland without due compensation. 
Chief Oji appealed to the Federal Government to make a categorical statement 
on the coal mines adding that the people had waited for too long. [Text] 
[Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 18 Oct 84 p 1] 
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SENEGAL 


TROUBLED RELATIONS BETWEEN STATE, BROTHERHOODS 
Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 25 Oct - 9 Nov 84 pp 8-11 
[Article by #1 Hadji 3. L. Niass "The Duality of Power" | 


'Text] The religious brotherhoods of Senegal: they are very 
strong, vopular to the point of amounting to political forces 
that were alternately fought and courted by the colonial 
sovernnent, and are simply courted by the neocolonial regime. 


In this latter period, relations between the state and the 
[menbers of religious brotherhoods] have gone through 

eversals as well as numerous compromises and 
betrayals of principle, both from the standpoint of the 
overnment and that of Islan. 


marabouts 
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Islam's arrival in Senegal was accompanied by the appearance of mystical paths, 
nanely the religious brotherhoods. These mystical paths appeared as disciplines 
by means of which a Muslim could confront himself, free his soul of all 
passion, struggle against every obstacle that prevented him from opening 
himself to the path of God. Thus they were pathways to enable Musiims to 


approach God in their daily activities. 


The origin of the brotherhoods, like that of Shiism, goes back to the Imam Ali 
and the events of Kerbala. Both movements were founded on devotion to the 
family of the Prophet Muhammad (Psl1)*, a devotion that in turn was based on a 
need for continuity, for a guide. The two share some common terminology (waliyu 
Ectiad saa te 
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‘translation unknown] of the tomb)--the practice of leaving the arms dangling 
id 


ALongside the body while in the standing prayer position, and certain 
disciplines (obedience to a religious — figure on earth). They diverge 
primariy over which members of the Prophet's family should be consider«d 
spiritual guides and over certain techniques of religious practice. 

Among the ianivah one finds, written down in one of their bedside books 
entitled "Diawahir al Mahani," a prayer to the Twelve Imams descended fro the 
Prophet (Psl). Also, the 12 pearls used in the Tijaniyah chaplet to recite 
"Diawratoul Kamal" symbolize these Twelve Imams, who are spiritual authority 
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The Qadiriyah also commemorate the tribulations endured by Hussein and the 
family of the Prophet (Psl) at the time of their martyrdom during the events of 


Kerbala,. One finds this same observance among the Shiites. 


The Mouridian submission to the "Ndigel" is found in identical form among the 
Shiites. There is also the expectation of the arrival of the Mahdi, which is 
accepted by the brotherhoods and is a fundamental tenet of Shiism. 


The first brotherhood to be brought to Senegal was the Oadirivah. That was in 
the earliest stage of the islamization of the country. It succeeded in 
establishing an Islamic system based on the Almamiya. Originally headed by the 
Imam Thierno Suleyman Baal, then by the Imam Abdul Khadr Kane, its sphere of 
influence covered most of the northern part of the country. 


Later on Tijaniyah appeared with El Hadj Omar Tall. That fighting marabout tried 
to establish a large Islamic state in West Africa through military and other 
means. His efforts coincided with the time of colonialist penetration of our 
region, resulting in the first resistance encountered by these invaders who 
were determined to halt the expansion of Islam, and thus to do battle against 
El Hadj Omar. 


After becoming acquainted with the realities in the field, the colonialists 
began to fight El Hadj Omar through intermediaries. For example, they 
encouraged animists (ceddos) who had established heathen kingdoms to rise up 
against him. They also succeeded in turning the Oadirivah against him by 
playing on the differences between the brotherhoods. At last a follower of the 
latter brotherhood-~-Ahmadou Ahmadou--put an end to the ambitions of El Hadj 
Omar by killing him on the cliffs of Bandiagara (Mali). 


The Mouridian movement led by Sheikh Ahmadou Bamba was the next to appear. 
Unlike the Jvadiriyah, which originated in Iraq, or Tijanivah, which cane from 
“Morocco, it was indigenous. But Mouridism was not introverted. As its name 
suggests, its aim was to unify all Muslims (Mouridullahi means “he who 
approaches God"), as defined by Sheikh Ahmadou Bamba in his book, 
"Masalikouldjinan": “It makes no difference whether one believes in Sheikh 
Tijanivah, Abdul Khadr Djeylani, or whoever. The main thing is for all to meet 
together in the path leading to God." 


To lessen his growing influence, the colonial authorities incited one of the 
Tijaniyah families to rise up against him. 


The period when efforts were made to weaken the authority of the marabouts 
ended with independence. The new neocolonial goverument instead tried to win 
the favor of the religious leaders in order to weaxen resistance to its 
policies. In that context, the regime supported first one and then the other of 
the two principal brotherhoods, which are the Tijaniyah (through one of their 
families) and the Mouridians, exploiting the rivalries that divided them and 
fanning their ambitions by a policy of switching favorites. 


Relations between the state and the religious leaders revolved around that 
lynamic for a long time. The picture was completed by the marginalization of 
the remaining brotherhoods, whose importance to the regime's political strategy 
had become secondary as the government concentrated its attention on the two 
brotherhoods cited above. 
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Soon, however, a different kind of movement was born, outside the brotherhoods, 
led by Senegalese who had studied in various Arab countries and been influenced 
by reform movements they had encountered there. The movement initially 
distanced itself from both the state and the marabouts. But, attracted by the 
perquisites of their new administrative positions, its members came to the 
state assuming the guise of a third alternative vis-a-vis the two principal 
brotherhoods. Thus the state continued to grow stronger by further dividing the 
Muslim family. 


However, the situation began to change some time ago: the state, which was at 
first the manipulator, has now become the object of manipulation. With the 
advent of the “democratic opening" tnere has been a proliferation of political 
parties, nearly all of which have sought the favor of the religious chiefs. 
With this growth in their influence, the latter did not hesitate to demand a 
higher price for the support they were giving to tne state. So we began to see 
politico-relisgious blackmail, which doubtless reached its peak in the 1983 
elections when the "marabout vote" went to the PS [Socialist Party ]. 


The price was a heavy one. Today the marabouts--whether they are themselves 
religious leaders or only the sons of religious leaders--feel they are owed a 
ereat deal. Thus, with tne brotherhoods now divided into factions, the state 
has begun dealing with individual families within each brotherhood. There is no 
lack of rivalries between the various families, and the government must be 
careful to avoid incurring the spleen of a marabout who feels he was slighted 
to another's advantage. So the regime, which once nourished those rivalries in 
order to divide the brotherhoods and reduce their power, no longer needs to 
encourage them. They arise spontaneously, and the cost of keeping them under 
control becomes steeper and steeper. 


Denunciation of Secularism 


The state has become weak vis-a-vis the religious chiefs. Its decisions carry 
no weight compared to theirs. In the bureaucracy, a decision emanating from one 
of the brotherhoods carries more weight than one from Avenue Roume. The latter 
is defied to court the protection of the former. For the state is no longer the 
source of special privileges. The marabouts make demands, and they are ina 
position of strength to claim their due. 


In this situation, with the regime's hands tied and the leaders of the 
brotherhoods frequently motivated by sectarian or personal interest, Islam 
today is hoping for a second wind from those known as the "fundamentalists." 
Among them one finds Arabic scholars and the sons of marabouts who have become 
radicalized, in both their views and their mode of action, by the Iranian 
revolution. Allied with elements of the bureaucracy--Muslim intellectuals who 
nave been schooled in the West--they are demanding the establishment of an 
Islamic state, 


In the face of their influence, the only recourse available to the regime in 
power is to try to use the traditional religious leaders as a counterweight. 
The support of the latter is costing the regime dearly. Moreover, the regime 
has no rebuttal to the fundamentalists’ denunciation of secularism. Neither do 
the marabouts. At the same time, the state is trying to get more elbow room to 
reform the bureaucracy and struggle against nepotism. And to do that, it must 
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necessarily free itself from the influence of the religious chiefs and other 
marabouts, whose desires it is no longer capable of fulfilling in a period of 
economic and social deterioration. 


Thus, the Senegalese political landscape at present consists of two forces--the 
state and the brotherhoods--facing off against each other, The one rests on its 
"lezitimacy,™ the other on its popularity. Once allies and accomplices, today 
they are increasingly becoming adversaries. The status quo might continue for 
sone time, with occasional and brief periods of reconciliation. But in this 
scenario the political cuthority gains ground at the expense of Islan. 


The brotherhoods must realize that making demands on behalf of a single family 
or individual can lead only to further marginalization. One can present oneself 
as the flag-bearsr of Islam, but that does not mean one holds a monopoly on it, 
however popular one may be. This is why the unity movement, of which glimpses 
nave been seen over the last few years, needs to prevail for tiie good of the 
entire countcy. For history teaches us very clearly that all sectarian 
movement:; ace doomed to fail. Not out of lack of popularity, but simply as a 
result of the attempt to eliminate all the others. 


Also, the government ought to understand that “political politics" must give 
way to a politics that benefits the entire nation: a politics that takes into 
account that fundamental desire to put an end to secularism. Committed on such 
a path, the government would surely get the support of the overwhelming 
majority of the Muslim population. 


So it is time to talk with the scholars about their plans for a coherent 
society, rather than trying to divide and exploit them, which benefits no one 
ani weakens everyone, most of all the regime itself. These discussions should 
be of interest to everyone and should involve everyone, the new Islamic 
militants included, 


For such an enterprise to succeed, moderation must prevail, and humility must 
take tne place of that boastful attitude which leads one to pose as the sole 
possessor of the miracle solution. It is also absolutely necessary that we 
demonstrate complete independence in the decisions we make, which should 
express the aspirations of our own people rather than those of any foreign 
power. Our own decisions must be sovereign. 


9516 
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SENEGAL 


SECULAR GOVERNMENT SYSTEM SCORED 
Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 25 Oct - 9 Nov 84 p 2 
[Commentary by Sidy Lamine Niass | 


[Text] Reconciliation, or simply dialogue: those are the watchwords currently 
of the belligerents involved in various conflicts which for the last several 
years if not the entire decade have ravaged parts of the Third World. In Chad 
as in El Salvador people are trying to break out of the politico-military 
impasse. We are at an impasse in Senegal, too. It is not a military impasse, 
but rather assumes a politico-religious character, 


What Senegal has been going through for quite some time (see our piece on the 
difficult relationship between the state and the brotherhoods) shows the 
necessity of breaki:,, with secularism: a secularism imposed on the Senegalese 
people, and consequently an anti-democratic one--if democracy is supposed to 
reflect the will of the majority. 


The very first article of the Constitution says that Senegal is a secular 
state. Later on it says the state is “democratic.” In other words, the country 
is secular before it is democratic. If the opposite were true--that is, if the 
state were first of all democratic--the question of secularism would not even 
arise today. 


Secularism, as we have always stressed in our analyses, originated with the 
struggle between Church and State in the West. The latter's victory resulted in 
the imposition of secularism. Islamic society has never faced such a situation, 
for religious affairs have always gone hand in hand with civic affairs. It is 
the attempt to impose secularism on us that is plunging the secular government, 
and thus the country as a whole, into an impasse. 


This phenomenon has occurred throughout the Muslim world--it was tried in 
Tunisia, then in Turkey with Mustapha Kemal Ataturk. Since then the 
colonialists have tried to impose it in every state where Islam has numerous 
adherents. 


Secularism assumes different forms, and as someone has said: to each his own 
secularism. It is sometimes explicit, and sometimes hypocritical, hiding behind 
the label of an Islamic state. Today only the Islamic Republic of Iran is 
applying Islam in an authentic way as a political instrument, as a framework 
for the conduct of civic affairs. This has made Iran the first country in 
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history to be the object of hostility from both the East and the West. But the 
regime's popularity has enabled it to meet these challenges, and the same will 
be true for any other country that follows the road of Islam. 


Throughout the colonial and neocolonial history of our country, the 
establishment of an Islamic state has always been opposed, or the marabouts* 
bought off with flattery, to suppress that insistent demand. The phenomenon is 
becoming increasingly prevalent with the proliferation of elements that must be 
kept under control: marabouts, the sons of marabouts, Arabic scholars, etc. 


Today the secular system of government is unpopular, the economy is paying a 
terrible price for its imposition, and the state is losing more and more its 
credibility. Even within the government itself the crisis has created factional 
strife, which is the sign of insolvency. 


If further deterioration of the situation is to be avoided, it is time for a 
Sincere dialogue between the various strata of the people, taking into account 
the realities of the country. There is only one way to break through the 
impasse: end secularisn, 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


STANDARD PROMOTES TIES WITH TAIPEI 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English 12 Nov 84 p 12 
[Article by Martin Roth] 


[Text] TAIPEI--The opening in Taiwan of the first office of a South African 
bank is seen by Taipei businessmen as a major step towards furthering economic 
ties between the two nations. 


The move also comes at a significant time. Taiwan has just launched offshore 
banking operations, and aims to become one of Asia's major financial centres 
and lure some of the capital now fleeing Hong Kong as the British prepare to 
hand over the colony to the communist Chinese. 


Standard Bank of South Africa was granted permission in October this year to 
open a representative office in Taiwan. Standard hopes to begin operations 
in about April next year, and its Taipei officer is expected to be Mr WE 
MacKay, now based in Hong Kong. 


Mr Edward Chien, deputy director of monetary affairs at the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, says our South Airican banks initially expressed interest in opening 
an office in Taipei. 


"After some talks, two of them put in an application," he said. ‘We approved 
Standard and rejected the other." He declined to name the other banks involved. 


The ministry has laid down principles for accepting applications by foreign 
banks to open a representative office in Taiwan. 


The ministry accepts applications by foreign banks to open representative 
offices in Taiwan if within three years the bank grants medium-term and long- 
term loans in Taiwan of about R53 million. 


Alternatively, a new bank may be allowed to enter on the basis of reciprocity. 
As the Taipei government had decided it was time to open an office of a 
Taiwan bank in South Africa it was prepared to accept the entry to Taiwan of 
one South African bank, 
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The ministry has not yet decided which Taiwan bank will be allowed to open 
in South Africa, but the choice seems to be between the International Com- 
mercial Bank of China or the First Commercial Bank, both large state-owned 
enterprises. 


If it wants to open a branch office in Taiwan a foreign bank must, over three 
years, grant medium-term and long-term loans in the country worth about R265 
million. 


When Standard was given permission to open a representative office, its parent 
company, Britain's Standard Chartered Bank, was granted approval to open a 
branch, and expects to oper its Taiwan office around April. 


Mr J J C Brinsden, Taipei representative of Standard Chartered, said the 
local financial community welcomed the entry of the South African bank as the 
first financial institution from an important trading partner. 


Stressing that he was not entitled to act as a spokesman for Standard, Mr 
Brinsden predicted that the bank would be engaged primarily in two activities 
in Taiwan. 


Mr Brinsden said: "Taiwan companies are starting to invest overseas their 
country's enormous foreign exchange reserves. 


"There are big opportunities for them in SA, and the bank will certainly be 
trying to promote this business. A second main activity will be financing 
two-way trade." 


Foreign bankers describe banking in Taiwan as very conservative, hindered by 
heavy bureaucracy and tight exchange controls, despite Taiwan's gigantic 
foreign reserves of $16 300 million, nearly equal to Britain's. 


Some bankers also express doubts about the viability of the offshore banking 
centre, which was formally initiated in May. They say Taiwan still lacks 
much of the infrastructure needed, such as a fully developed telecommunica- 
tions network and trained English-speaking personnel, boasted by more estab- 
lished neighbouring centres like Singapore and Hong Kong. 


But the Ministry of Finance insists that it is well aware of the problems, and 
has not set any ambitious targets for the offshore banking centre. It hopes 
about 20 banks, local and foreign, will have joined by mid-1985. 


"The basic idea of starting offshore banking is to upgrade the international 
skills of our own banks," Mr Chien said. 


"We also want to upgrade our infrastructure, such as telecommunications, ac- 
counting and laws. We can do this by studying the skills of overseas banks," 
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ARMAMENTS MAGAZINES DETAIL ARMSCOR'S ACHIEVEMENTS 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 14 Nov 84 p 4 


[Article by Deon Delport: 


[Text ] 


The international arms commu- 
nity is expecting South Africa to 
announce the development of a 
new anti-tank missile soon, a re- 
spected armaments magazine 
has announced. 

This follows the success of 
Armscor products such as the 
Kukri V3 dogfight missile and 
the mechanised infantry fight- 
ing vehicle, the Ratel, in service 
with Moroccan armed forces. 

“Western firms are finding 
the South Africans an increasing 
force to be reckoned with in cer- 
tain markets,” said Interna- 
tional Defence Review (IDR), 
a Swiss-based magazine. 

Armscor has launched a 
major marketing drive with 
full-page advertisements and 
long articles on South African 
armaments in the IDR and an- 
other long article in Defence 
Update International (DUI). 

In an interview with IDR, 
Armscor chairman Comman- 
dant Piet Marais said “a lot of 
research and development 
money” was being spent on anti- 
tank weapons, including anti- 
tank guided weapons. 

Commandant Marais also re- 
vealed that South Africa had a 
“foreign partner” who partially 
financed development of the 
world-class G6 artillery weapon 
in exchange for rights to pro- 
duce and sell ammunition for 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


"SA Arms ‘a Force To Be Reckoned With'"] 


the weapon. 

Aithough it is known that the 
G5, predecessor of the self-pro- 
pelled G6, was developed with 
some help from the American 
company Space Research Cor- 
poration, the company was not 
the partner involved in the de- 
velopment of the G6. 

Asked what effect the arms 
embargo had had on Armscor’s 
activities, Commandant Marais 
said there were no restrictions 
on selling South African arma- 
ments abroad. The embargo had 
had the effect of freeing South 
Africa from all existing licence 
agreements, he said. 

This meant South Africa was 
“free to continue manufacturing 
and to export equipment pre- 
viously covered by these agree- 
ments without being obliged to 
pay royalties,” said the IDR. 

Defence Update Interna- 
tional carries a nine-page arti- 
cle on South African arma- 
ments. Covering the history of 
the arms embargo and the es- 
tablishment of Armscor, the 
magazine notes: “By mobilising 
the country’s entire industrial 
and research resources it had 
been able simultaneously to 
capitalise on mining industry 
expertise.” 

This had allowed Armscor “to 
become the equal of the US and 
Sweden in its understanding of 
detonics (the science of explo- 


sives and explosions), develop 
world-leading frequency-hop- 
ping radio systems and, among 
other achievements, produce 
what are regarded as_ the 
world’s most effective mine- 
proof vehicles.” 

In this article Commandant 
Marais is ownted as saying: “It is 
impossible for a country to have 
an armaments industry tailored 
specifically to its own needs. 
Private industry is looking for a 
proper return on the capital it 
has_ invested.” Commandant 
Marais is sure that “exports are 
part and parcel of the industry”. 

DUI’s article goes into detail 
about artillery pieces, military 
vehicles, armoured vehicles, 
electronics and communica- 
tions. 

The magazine predicts that 
all the equipment mentioned, to- 
gether with a full range of am- 
munition mines, pyrotechnics, 
riot control equipment and har- 
bour patrol craft, will form the 
main thrust of Armscor’s efforts 
to capture world markets. 

The magazine adds that South 
Africa, like Israel, “has the ad- 
vantage of being able to offer 
weapons which have been deve- 
loped in response to a sophisti- 
cated threat in an economic en- 
vironment which demands the 
highest standards of cost-effec- 
tiveness”. 

















FEDERALISM TO ASSURE NATION'S FUTURE 


Johannesburg SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 18 Nov 84 p 11 


[Article by Murray Forsyth: 


[Text] 


OUTH Africa could 
profitably regard itself 
as an evolving federal 
State. 
A state of this kind 
stands on two legs. The 
one leg is provided by the equal 
rights accorded to corporate en- 
tities or groups: the right of exist- 
ence, the right to share in the 
government of the whole, and the 
right to an area of autonomy. 


The other leg is provided by the 
equal right acco to all the indi- 
viduals who make up the overall uni- 
ty of the state, or the right they have 
to be equal members of the nation or 
people the civil and political sense. 

latter right is indeed striking- 

ly similar to that accorded to the 
corporate units, for it consists basi- 
y in an equal right of autonomy 
— up in the well-worn words 
berty, security, and property) and 
an equal right to share in the forma- 
tion of the political will of the whole. 

South ca, if I may extend my 
metaphor, should move forward on 
both legs, and not just one. If it moves 
forward solely on the basis of accord- 
ing ethnic group right, ethnic group 
autonomy, ethnic group participation 
in government, and so on, then one of 
two things seems likely to happen. 

Either the groups will each be giv- 
en so many safeguards and means of 
self-protection that the state will be- 
come a kind of deadlocked and dis- 


gruntled confederation, unable to: 


move forward or backward without 
some drastic e, or, as seems 
more likely, the will to maintain a 
real state, capable of acting, will es- 
cape from the confederal toils and 
continue to assert itself in practice by 
one group holding the reins of power. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


"In the Footsteps of the Two-Legged State"] 


The policy of bringing the various 
groups into government will in this 
case remain an appendage of one- 
group rule, instead of changing it. 


On the other hand, the alternative . 


policy of ignoring or discounting 
group identities and calling for a 
state based solely on the rights of 
individuals seems to be equally unre- 
alistic and unproductive. 

The differences between the 
various ethnic groups are real and 
deep; they may have been used for a 
policy of “divide and rule”, but they 
are not themselves the product of 
such a policy. 


D... ethnic differences, as the 
history of South Africa since 1910 as 
well as the history of other countries 
amply demonstrates, tend inexorably 
to assert themselves politically, 
whatever sweeping assurances are 
given to the contrary. 

To replace the domination of one 
group by the domination of another 
seems to offer little advantage. 

In addition, the huge economic dif- 
ferences that divide the population of 
South Africa tend to reinforce the 
ethnic differences, so that a policy 
= of extending the su “4 4 
would probably be accompanied by 
such radical demands that the surviv- 
al of South Africa’s economy, unique 
in Africa and offering the only real 
hope for the economic betterment of 
the southern ~~ of the continent, 
might be totally dislocated. 

This latter argument is essentially 
secondary to the first, for a policy of 
intensive and sustained economic aid 
and development to the poorest re- 
gions and people of South Africa 
could in time help to cure the imbal- 
ance and create a better basis for a 
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democratic regime, whereas ethnic 
differences are rarely susceptible to 
this kind of cure. 

Of course, the economic profile of 
ethnic groups may change very mar- 
kedly over the years and different 
classes or combinations of classes 
may come to the fore within them at 
different times. 

But the idea that the groups them- 
selves disintegrate or disappear as a 
result of economic changes has been 
shown to be false so frequently that it 
cannot be maintained with any de- 
gree of confidence. 

It is necessary to develop by 
various means — symbolic (for sym- 
bols are pales here), economic, 
and political — a sense of one nation 
and one people underlying the differ- 
ent groups. 


, his will give a vitality and life 
and vigour to the state which a mere 
confederation of groups, joined at the 
top but separate at the base, will 
never be able to generate. 

The most logical long-term objec- 
tive should be to include in such a 
South African federal state all those 
homelands — non-independent and 
independent — which do not positive- 
ly reject the idea, and hence a for- 
tiori the black population working 
and residing outside the homelands. 
as well, of course, as the white, 
coloured and Asian groups. This 
should be the declared intention. 

Economic factors provide one ar- 

ent for such a policy. The South 
rican economy is an interlocking 
web that binds together whites and 
blacks and it makes little economic 
sense to pursue a policy of remorse- 
lessly pushing the black population 
legally and constitutionally into their 
own quite separate states. 











The more fundamental argument 
for saying that the homelands ought 
to be an integral part of a future 
South African federal state is that of 
historical right. 

However much the government o! 
South Africa may pursue the policy of 
creating independent black territori 
al states, the problem of black claims 
is unlikely to be satisfied 

There will always be more land 
and more political power that the 
black people will claim as being their 
‘birthright’. 

It is for this reason above ati that 
the inclusion of the hornelands tn a 
federal state of South Africa ought to 
be the clearly articulated ultimat. 
goal of policy. The homelands shou'c 
be seen as eventual provinces of on 
State. 

This is nvt to decry or to denigrat: 
the policies that are currently being 
pursued by the South African govern- 
ment, under the ‘constellation’ rubric, 
of helping the homelands to develo; 
economically, through the establish 
ment of a Southern African Develop- 
ment Bank and so on. 

The suggestion is solely that these 
policies should have as their ijong- 
term end the eventual re-integration 
of the homelands. 


A federal state is not likely to be 
stable if there is a vast disparity of 
wealth and welfare between its com- 
ponent units. The economic homo- 
geneity required by such a state may 
be less than that required by a uni- 
tary democratic one, but it is needed 
none the less. - 


The vast discrepancy in wealth and 
welfare between the citizens of the 
homelands and those of the provinces 
of South Africa — between, say, the 

yple of Venda and those of the 
Freneveat — is so blatant that no 
elaborate statistics are required to 
demonstrate it. 


I he homelands policy, as origi- 
nally conceived, can be said to have 
formally divided the First World in 
South Africa from the Third World. 

By proposing that the homelands 
policy should be explicitly geared to 
their reintegration into the Republic 
as provinces of a federal state, one is 
thus not in any way seeking to dimin- 
ish a policy of aiding them economic- 
ally and otherwise; rather one is ad- 
ducing another reason for 
intensifying this aid yet further. 


Seen as a means of raising the 
homelands to the level of viable prov- 
inces, rather than as an adjunct of 
‘political separation, plus economic 
co-operation’ such a policy would 
take on a fresh urgency. 

It will be clear from what has been 


said that one of the primary objects 
of such a state would be to give a2 firm 
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guarantee to the various ethnic 
groups. Immediately a problem pre- 
sents itself 

While in the homelands ethnic and 
territorial boundaries roughly follow 
one another, in the mon area of 
South Africa it is that they do 
not 

To try to crea thnically homo- 
gS neous terr LOTia pact home- 
lands in this area v | be a massive 
undertaking involving huge shifts of 
population, and ci e readily ef- 
ViSag ad 

How, th gling of 
ethnic gr dated 
within a f 

During t f the Au 
tro-Hu whole sub 
ject was anal : great sophisti 
cation, notably by Karl Renner, 
whose theory of what he called the 


“federal nationality state” was devot- 
ed entirely to it, and is indeed a re- 
markable contribution to federal 
thought that is too often neglected. 


Renner’s basic premise was that in 
this situation one had to begin with 
the smallest unit of local government 
and build upwards from there. 


The small self-governing units of 
local administration had to be organ- 
ised in such a way that they repre- 
sented, or were formed by, particular 
ethnic groups, though their organisa- 
tion had to be sufficiently flexible to 
allow for movements of population, 
and changes in the ethnic composi- 
tion of areas. 


local government units 
were thus the ale ae coo 
From them the structure of Renner's 
federal system rose up in two direc- 
tions at once. 

First, for all ‘cultural’ matters, 
that is to say for all those matters 

rtaining to the identity or ‘way of 
Fife’ of a particular ethnic group, 
most notably education, language, re- 
ligion and so on, each particular eth- 
nic group, however scattered it might 
be throughout the state, would be po- 
litically organised as a corporate en- 
tity, with its own government in the 
capital, and a guaranteed share in the 
central legislative power of the state. 

The territorial ‘base’ of these cor- 
porate ethnic entities would, in other 
words, not be a single enclosed space 
or region, but an aggregate of man 
small scattered units or communi- 
ties. 

The second structure that would 
rise up on the basis of local govern- 
ment units would be concerned not 
with ‘cultural’ matters, but with mat- 
ters which were by their very nature 
geographically interconnected and 
have to be treated in a more strictly 
‘territorial’ or ‘regional’ manner. 

Today one would include under this 
heading such areas as transport, town 
and country planning, regional eco- 


nomic development, housing, local 
judicial and police matte —_ water, 
sewage, and so on. 

Such matters would be managed 
by a hierarchy of local government 
authorities built up from the small 
ethnic units at the base, and culmi- 
nating at the provincial level. 

The provinces multi-ethnic, 
each with its own autonomous gov- 
ernments — would form the other 
component units of the federal sys- 
tem, alongside the ‘cultural’ entities 
that have already been mentioned. 

Renner incidentally saw the guar- 
anteed rights of the two types of fed- 
eral units that he distinguished as 
being broadly the same as the ‘state 
rights’ that were mentioned earlier, 
that is, the right to exist, the right of 
participation, and the right of auton- 
omy 


[ his idea of a double structure, 
arising from local government au- 
thorities, one side of which is con- 
cerned with ‘cultural-transregional’ 
matters and the other with ‘adminis- 
trative-regional’ matters, would 
seem to have certain possibilities as a 
mode of building up a South African 
federal state, and at the same time it 
is not too far removed in principle 
from the structures that have been 
brought into existence by the recent 
constitutional reforms. 

I will limit my observations on this 
issue to three. First, if one is to havea 
fully fledged federal system, along 
the lines suggested, then it seems 
more logical, as I mentioned earlier, 
not to graft a Westminster-style par- 
liamentary system on to it, as this is 
virtually bound to give the ‘lower 
house’, or the one that represents the 
nation as a unity of individuals, the 
predominance. 

An executive equidistant from both 
forms of representation at the centre 
would seem better able to maintain 
the federal structure. 

Should the executive be presiden- 
tial, like the American, or collegiate, 
like the Swiss? On balance I consider 
the presidential system to be the 
better adapted to South Africa’s situ- 
ation. 

The passion for equal representa- 
tion everywhere and at all levels can 
be taken to the point where it para- 
lyses the life of the state and the 
capacity of individuals to identify 
with it. South Africa is more in need 
than Switzerland of a clearly identifi- 
able, recognisable, personalised 
executive, and hence of a president. 

Finally, there are many ways in 
which the president of a federal state 
might be elected, and it is not possi- 
ble or necessary to insist in this con- 
text that one is absolutely the best. 

A system whereby both branches 
of the federal legislature jointly = 
formed the work of election together 
with provision to ensure that, in 
choosing his Cabinet, he respected 
the need for ethnic balance, might be 
a practicable mode. 
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SEBE ATTACKS DE LOOR'S TAX STAND 
Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 16 Nov 84 p 6 
[Article by Mike Jensen] 


{Text ] 


BISHO. — President Lennox 
Sebe has attacked Dr Joop de 
Loor, Director-General, 
Finance, for his comments on 
Ciskei’s new tax measures. 


Speaking at a Press conference 
yesterday, his first in years, Presi- 
dent Sebe said Dr De Loor was “to- 
tally out of touch with matters”. 


The SABC had reported that Dr 
De Loor as being both worried and 
sceptical over the moves to cut per- 
sonal tax to 15% and abolish com- 


pany tax. 


He was quoted on Springbok Ra- 
dio as saying that SA would prevent 
any erosion of its tax base caused by 
the measures and that Pretoria 
would not make up any shortfall in 
Ciskei’s budget as a result of the tax 
cuts. 


The SABC also said he had ex- 
pressed doubt over the measures’ 
ability to increase economic 
growth. 


“It is a great pity that he made 
these remarks. They shocked me 
and showed that he is completely 
out of touch,” said President Sebe. 


“We sent top-class specialists to 
discuss the matter with SA. They 
brought up certain problems but we 


had done an in-depth study and all 
the points they brought up had been 
covered. The meeting ended amica- 
bly. 


“We are not doing this to harm 
anyone. We have seen countries like 
Hong Kong and Switzerland, which 
have brought down taxes and bene- 
fited considerably as a result.” 


Mr Gert Claassen, director of Cis- 
kei’s National Housing Commission 
and a member of the Swart Com- 
mission, said he did not believe the 
new measures would cause any re- 
duction in Ciskei’s tax base. 


Mr Claassen pointed out that 
company tax was yielding less than 
Rim, while the decentralisation in- 
centives were costing Ciskei about 
R45m a year, growing at 10% a 
year. 


The elimination of the incentive 
package costs for companies that 
chose to pay no tax meant that the 
new moves would actually benefit 
the Ciskei budget. 


Furthermore, Ciskei was only 
collecting about half the GST it was 
owed — about Rl0m instead of 
R20m. 


So the elimination of all personal 
tax for those earning less than 
R8 000 — about 90% of the popula- 
tion — would free tax collectors to 
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recoup far more from additional 
GST revenues. 


Mr Claassen also did not believe 
that SA could have its tax base 
eroded as a result of the measures. 


“Tax agreements are still in 
place between the two countries 
and as income is taxed at the point 
of generation, Ciskei will only re- 
ceive the revenues it will due,” he 
said. 

“If the measures stimulate the 
relocation of companies from SA to 
Ciskei there will be an erosion of 
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SA’s tax base but this is what the 
decentralisation incentives were 
meant to do anyway. The measures 
could stimulate tax evasion, but this 
is a different matter.” 


Mr Classen added that Ciskei 
Government revenues could be aug- 
mented in the future by a rates tax 
on land — over and above that al- 
ready collected by the local au- 
thorities. 


President Sebe said the Ciskei 
had an unblemished financial 
record, heading for three successive 
balanced budgets since it had ob- 
tained independence three years 
ago, so there was no need for con- 
cern that the tax measures were 
irresponsible. 


At the end of 1982/83, Ciskei had 
shown a surplus on its budget of just 
over Rl4m. At the end of 1983/84, a 
surplus of R2,5m was shown. 


Although a deficit of R8m had 
been budgeted for in current finan- 
cial year, cutbacks in administra- 
tive expenditure would allow Ciskei 


to balance its budget for the third 


year running. j 


President Sebe added that there 
was no possibility of increasing GST 
to augment the budget. 


About 30% of the budget was allo- 
cated to development. This was a 
figure only rivalled by the Opec 
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countries. “The average expendi- 
ture by typical developing coun- 
tries on development is about 13%.” 


He added that there was a great 
movement of Ciskeians coming 
back to the region. “Having spent 
most of their lives in the urban 
areas they are hearing about the 
reforms and coming back.” 


This was placing a great strain on 
the budget, especially in the educa- 
tion vote, which had been thrown 
into chaos by the exodus. 


However, the new measures had 
definitely brought more interest 
from investors, he claimed. 


President Sebe said his govern- 
ment was negotiating with “the big- 
gest international insurer in the 
world” so that any business setting 
up in Ciskei could ensure itself 
against any violence, any change in 
concessions and nationalisation. 


In adddition, the Swart Commis- 
sion had been turned into a perma- 
nent advisory committee which 
would continue to investigate pro- 
posals to free the economy. 


In particular, it was re-evaluat- 
ing regulations inherited from SA 
which were not appropriate to a 
developing region, such as the Fac- 
tories Act and licensing laws. 


“We will start from a zero-based 
level and rather err in favour of 
fewer laws.” 
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LE GRANGE PULLS TRADE UNIONS INTO POLITICAL ARENA 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 20 Nov 84 p 23 


[Article by Phillip Van Niekerk] 


[Text ] 
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IF Mr Louis Le Grange had set 
out to draw black trade unions 
further into the political arena 
he could not have done better 
than detain their leaders under 
security legislation. 


At least 17 unionists — including 
Mr Piroshaw Camay, general secre- 
tary of the Council of Unions of South 
Africa (Cusa) and Mr Chris Dlamini, 
president of the Federation of Scuth 
African Trade Unions (Fosatu) — are 
now being held without being 
charged. 

Several of them have been held 
since June — months before the two- 
day stay-away. 

Mr Le Grange made it clear last 
week that some form of trial connect- 
ed with the stay-away is envisaged by 
the Government. 

But — as even business leaders 
have pointed out, in quite strong 
terms — the Minister of Law and 
Order’s way of going about things is 
remarkably short-sighted. 

For business, the arrest of Mr Cam- 
ay came just as negotiations had be- 
gun with him and other union leaders 
to stave of a second stay-away, which 
(at present, unsubstantiated) rumour 
has “4 is due to happen in the next few 
weeks. 
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In a time of eon ogy | protest by 
the black community, there is im- 
mense pressure on the residents of the 
townships to use every available way 
open to them to express their political 
frustration. There is pressure on the 
unions to act as vehicles for these 
grievances. 

The Government has been warned 
for years that politics could surface 
on the shop floor if labour reform was 
no* accompanied by genuine political 
reform. 

The massive show of support for 
the stay-away was more than a sign of 
the new-found clout of the emerging 
unions: It left one in little doubt of the 

litical sentiments of South Africa’s 

lack workers. 

Thus, until there is real movement 
on the political front, it seems likely 
that expressions of black political 
grievances will increasingly be seen 
in the labour field. 

Mindful of the damaging effect a 
week-long stayaway could have on 
the economy, the private sector has 
been treading a delicate path in act- 
~ to prevent one. 

t is becoming commonplace to add 
that locking away responsible union 
leaders — such as Mr Camay and Mr 
Dlamini — will not solve any prob- 
— but probably escalate the situa- 

ion. 
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OUTSPOKEN 'DIE SUID-AFRIKAAN' STIRS CONTROVERSY 

Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 2 

[Article by Sylvia Vollenhoven] 

[Text] THE RECTOR of Potchefstroom University has become the centre of right- 
wing attempts to discredit him because of his links with an outspoken new 
Afrikaans publication. 


According to Professor Tjaart van der Walt, he might have to reconsider his 
position on the editorial advisory board of Die Suid-Afrikaan. 


Complaint 


Several sharply-critical articles have appeared in the HNP mouthpiece, Die 
Afrikaner, recently and one writer called on Professor van der Walt to quit 
as rector of the university. 


And, a complaint was iodged with the Directorate of Publications this week in 
an attempt to get Die Suid-Afrikaan banned. 


The publication--a quarterly "independent" opinion forum--is edited by Profes- 
sor Herman Giliomee, professor of Political Studies at the University of Cape 
Town. 


This week, Professor van der Walt said that although he had "serious reserva- 
tions'' about the magazine's content he believed this kind of communication 


was essential, but added: 


"I have objections about Die Suid-Afrikaan, but instead of going to the Press 
I think it is my duty to discuss it with the editorial board first. 


"If I cannot reach a solution, I will have to reconsider my position on Die 
Suid-Afrikaan's board," he said. 


Poem 


At the heart of the right-wing objections are a few lines from a banned poem 
by exiled South African, Wally Serote. 








This week, a Pretoria architect, Mr Johan de Ridder, submitted Die Suid- 
Afrikaan to the censors because he says a publication like this could lead 
to "the downfall of the white minority”. 


Professor Giliomee said: "In general, I expected attacks from the far right 
wing, but you cannot take them seriously." 
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PFP CELEBRATES 25TH ANNIVERSARY 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 16 Nov 84 p 7 


[Article by Chris Freimond: 


[Text ] 


JUST OVER 25 years ago at a 
congress in Bloemfontein the 
mighty United Party — then 
the Official Opposition in Par- 
liament to the Nationalists — 
suffered a traumatic split 
which, some would argue, was 
7 beginning of the end of the 
- 


Eleven MPs quit the party after a 
major dispute on black policy. Two 
months later, in November, 1959, they 
formed the Progressive Party of 
South Africa. 

Although slighty different in name 
and with a slightly adapted policy, 
the “Progs” will celebrate their 25th 
birthday at the Progressive Federal 
Party’s Transvaal congress which 
opens in Sandton today. 

The history of the Progs is as che- 
quered as that of most South African 
political parties. 

Few observers would have given 
the party much chance of staying 
alive when its parliamentary repre- 
sentation was smashed from 1] to one 
in the fateful 1961 General] Election. 

Only Mrs Helen Suzman was able 
to retain her Houghton seat on a Pro- 
gressive ticket. 

One of South Africa’s leading ob- 
servers of white politics, Professor 
Willem Kleynhans of Unisa, believes 
Mrs Suzman’s achievement was 

robably the single most important 
actor which contributed to the sur- 
vival of the party. 

Mrs Suzman spearheaded the par- 
ty’s unwavering opposition to the Na- 

onalists in the face of ‘a really ter- 
rible and crude’ Government 
ag based on “swart gevaar’, 
Prof Kleynhans said. 

“Helen Suzman’s performance 
kept the Progressives going. Her 
odbloummento focused attention on 
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the party and kept it alive for 13 
years before she was joined by six 
other Prog MPs,” he said. 

Mrs Suzman hung on through the 
years of Verwoerdian apartheid and 
suffered some of the most stinging 
attacks ever launched by National- 
ists in and outside Parliament. 

After the historic success of the 
oe Party in the 1974 Gener- 
al Election and a by-election six 
weeks later which saw six new MPs 
sweep in to join Mrs Suzman, the 
Progs grew steadily in the wake of 
the slow death of the UP. 

Two changes of name, first to the 
Progressive Reform Party when the 
merged with Mr Harry Schwarz’s U 
“reformists” and then to the PFP, 
and continuing election victories led 
the PFP to its position as Official 
Opposition in 1977. It now holds 27 
seats in Parliament. 

Significantly, under the leadership 
of Dr Jan Steytler, then Mr Colin 
Eglin and finally Dr Frederik van Zy] 
Slabbert, and through all the mergers 
and names changes, the Progs have 
not deviated from the basic princi- 
ples on which the party was founded. 

“The Progs have always stuck to 
their guns, they have never yielded 
on the question of human rights and 


basic freedoms,” Prof Kleynhans 
said. 
Their growth had been slow, but 


there had been progress. Firm foun- 
dations had been laid and the arty 
0 made gains where it could, he 
said. 


Prof Kleynhan’s criticism of the 
PFP centres on what he believes is a 


lack of ability to exploit issues which 
could benefit the party. 


_ “They are too passive. When Par- 
liament is in recess, there seems to be 
little or no activity at the public at 
constituency levels. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


"Progs Now More Than Just the Suzman Factor") 
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_“I compare them to how the Na- 
tionalists operated in the 1930s when 
they were in opposition. Every day 
they were in the news, they made the 
news and exploited issues favourable 
to them,” he said. 


Prof Kleynhans was recently criti- 
cal of the PFP — and other coloured 
and Indians perme in Parliament — 
for what he believed was their inad- 
equate response to the Government’s 
massive crackdown on dissent in 
recent weeks, ay the use of 
troops in the townships and later a 
ban * information on troop deploy- 
ment. 


He believes the PFP should at 
least have called for an emergency 
session of Parliament and organised 

ublic meetings to focus attention on 

he crises. 

Of the party's future, he believes 
they have probably reached thei: 
ceiling of white membership. 

Other observers point out that the 
PFP suffered a hard knock in last 
year’s referendurn when it was ob- 


3400/213 


64 





vious that many thousands of the par- 
ty’s traditional supporters voted in 
favour of the National Party's consti- 
tutional plan which was opposed by 
the PFP. 

Some recent by-elections have also 
shown a swing away from the PFP — 
although the Pinetown contest earli- 
er this year proved that the party can 
fight and win in areas where few 
would give it a chance. 

But with the growth of the Conser- 
vative Party and the NP’s “refor- 
mist” image, more PFP —o- 
are expected to be lost to the Nats, 
either through fear of the CP or a 
— that the NP is moving on a new 
road. 

Prof Kleynhans believes that in the 
changing = situation, the po- 
tential for PFP growth is now among 
the coloured and Irdian communi- 
ties. That was where the party’s 
future lay. 

Significantly, one of the main to- 
pics for discussion at the two-day 
congress will be on calls for the 
scrapping of laws prohibiting noni- 
racial political parties. 
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TOURISM EARNINGS EXPECTED TO EXCEED BILLION MARK 
Johannesburg SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 18 Nov 84 p 1 
[Article by Lesley Lambert] 


[Text] EARNINGS from foreign tourism in South Africa this year are expected 
to top Rl-billion--about R250-million more than in 1983. 


If the trend continues more than 750 000 tourists--many of them dollar-rich 
Americans--will have visited the country before the end of the year. 


In the first seven months of 1984 14% more foreign visitors arrived than dur- 
ing the same period last year. 


The South African Tourist Board's earlier prediction of an 8% increase has 
proved conservative. Now the country is expecting to maintain the more re- 
cently recorded increase. 


A key factor for the increase has been the cheap rand which has boosted num- 
bers as well as foreign currency earned. 


American tourist figures up to the end of July have increased 29% compared 
with those recorded during the same period in 1983, according to the SA 
Tourist Board, 


Mr Dave Haddon, managing director of Thomas Cooke Rennies Travel Pty, has re- 
ported a substantial increase in the number of American tourists his company 
has dealt with. 


"We are also experiencing a tremendous surge of interest in South Africa and 
many more inquiries for quotations. 


Knocked 


"Land costs used to be quite high with our inflation rate at 12% but the rand/ 
dollar exchange rate has knocked the stuffing out of these costs. 


"South Africa's sophisticated shopping facilities and the low cost of goods in 
rands is a big incentive for American tourists," Mr Haddon said. 
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He estimated that tourists spent about R200 a day in South Africa. 


"American tourists, spending an average 14 days in the country, are not going 
to get away with less than $5 000 (including their air fare)." 


Despite the weak rand, more South Africans have holidayed abroad up to July 
this year than did during the same period in 1983. Numbers have increased 
by almost 102. 


Outside Southern Africa the most popular holiday spots for South Africans 
have been Mauritius, the United States, Israel and Brazil. 


International business trips by South Africans have also increased markedly. 


In July the overall number of foreign visotors to South Africa increased by 
15% compared with the same month in 1983, 


Already 440 215 visitors have arrived in South Africa compared with the 
704 444 who visited the country in 1983. 


Holiday visits increased from 273 658 in July 1983 to 311 994 in July this 
year. 


Most visitors have come from African countries, the majority (14 034) from 
Zimbabwe. 


Almost 9 000 visitors from the Americas (including Agentina, Brazil, Canada, 
Uruguay and the US) arrived in South Africa before August this year. The 


number of US visitors increased from 4 950 for the period to July 1983 to 
6 779 for the same period this year. 
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SEBE WARNS DISINVESTMENT BOOMERANGS 


East London DAILY DISPATCH in English 8 Nov 84 p 11 


[Text } 
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BISHO — European 
countries would be mak- 
ing a grave mistake if 
they thought that disin- 
vestment campaigns 
would not boomerang. 
President Lennox Sebe 
said in Zurich yesterday. 


In a speech released 
here he told a group of 
Swiss politicians, bank- 
ers and industrialists 
that the effects of 
successful disinvest- 
ment in Southern Africa 
would reverberate and 
must, of necessity, also 
have a negative effect on 
them. 


Opening a new Ciskei 
iressed. agency in 
Zurich, Pres Sebe said 
Europe could not isolate 
itself from the problems 
of developing black 
Africa. 


Those ‘‘radical ele- 
ments” advocating dis- 
investment as a solution 
to the problems in 
Southern Africa normal- 
ly could be found living 
in luxury as the “hired 
hands” of radical orga- 
nisations, he said. 

He described dis- 
investment as one of the 
evil double standards of 
radicals who proclaimed 
themselves to be the 
champions of human 
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rights and of the black 
man in Africa, but de- 
nied blacks their liveli- 
hood. 


Pres Sebe said he 
found it ironic that the 
United Nations and the 
international world saw 


fit not to recognise Cis- 


kei as an independent 
country, but rushed to 
the aid of countries that 
gained their indepen- 
dence by violence. 

“Ciskei exists, it is 
there, is a fact and you 
cannot wish us away,” he 
said. 

‘‘Whether we are 
recognised or not, one 
million people are not 
going to disappear from 
the face of the earth by 
some stroke of the inter- 
national political pen.” 
‘He said Ciskei was 
implementing a series ot 
economic reforms which 
would make the pre- 
sence of Ciskei felt in 
the Third World as the 
most free and unres- 
tricted economic society 
in Africa. 


The new Ciskei trad- 
ing agency in Switzer- 
land, established to 
attract investment to 
Ciskei, is to be headed 
by Dr Josef Bollag, a 
Swiss lawyer and expert 
on international rela- 
tions. — DDR. 
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OPEN-CITY STATUS FOR JOHANNESBURG PROPOSED 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 16 Nov 84 p 9 


[Article by Mervyn Harris] 


[Text ] 


JOHANNESBURG CBD could enjoy 
a big investment upturn if it became 
the first raciall _ city, the deputy 
chairman of J acs said yester- 


day. 

“I urge the authorities to implement the 

ty status as soon as le,” Mr Les 

eil told the Financial investment con- 
ference in Johannesburg. 


“It will an existing situation 
where members of communities other than 
whites already own and rent considerable 
property in the CBD. Given the infrastructure, 
existing investment and buildings under con- 
ee et ee ae 
— in first investment opportunities 

area.” 


Mr Weil cautioned, however, against pro- 
posals for new taxes and financing of local 
authorities. 


“No doubt the decision-makers will take 
note of the experience of cities elsewhere in 
the world where taxes were increased to lev- 
els which forced employers and investors to 
move away. 


“It is obvious that such a policy would harm 
the existing vast CBD resources,” he said. 


Mr Weil criticised the Government’s decen- 
tralisation policy which, he said, had created 
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an artificially short supply of industrial land. 

“It has also resulted in a dual increase in the 
cost of manufacture since rentals are higher 
than they should be, and someone is paying for 
the estimated R500m in subsidies forecast to 
be paid over the next year, in cash, to those 
manufacturers who establish in decentralised 
areas. 


“To give an idea of the distortion in prices, 
five years ago a five-acre plot could be bought 
in Midrand for R30 000. Today, sales are tak- 
ing place at around R800 000. 


“We cannot afford to have prices of indus- 
trial land in established areas being double 


those in comparable situations overseas. The 
tide of tion is not going (. reverse and 
steps should be taken to provide more indus- 


trial facilities within existing infrastructures 
in established areas. 


A yy yy po 
could be relieved through rezoning of uneco- 


nomic, small agricultural units close to the 
developed areas. 


“Defunct mining land and land underlain 
pipeline ef township development could be 
pipeli Pp opment 
shortened from an average of four to five 

ears to, say, two years, industrial land could 

profitably sold at R25/m’ to R30/m’ — half 

the current asking price in the greater Reef 
area.” 





Mr Weil forecast a very tough year for 
office landlords in 1985, although tenants 
would get the best deal since the mid-70s. 
Rentals peaked in 1982 at about R15/m’ and 
although the decline since then had been small 
in absolute terms, in real terms it was much 
more severe. 


“As economic conditions tighten and 
smaller and medium-size companies go out of 
business, vacant space will come onto the 
market in many of the older buildings. 


“Such a may also be affected by 
major — ons, which have new head 
office buildings in the course of development, 
vacating and thus leaving major voids. 


“To the extent that these older properties 
are geared, owners will certainly run into 
financial difficulty. There could well be some 
interesting acquisition opportunities in the not 
too distant future.” 

Mr Weil said demand for well-located shops 
remained firm, with few vacancies. 

“The bite will come early in 1985, at which 
time stronger traders may take the opportun- 
ity to improve locations. 

“Owing to the predominance of the major 
chain retailers, no major vacancies are ex- 

ted in high-street locations or in well-es- 
blished regional or neighbourhood centres. 

“There is a school which contends that aver- 
age retail sales a m’ of space are still too low 
in SA. This factor, coupled with the economic 


outlook, could mean a reduction in shopping 
centre developments for the next few years. 


“A factor which could increase retail sales a 
m’ is the extension of shopping hours. — 
American developers last week were am 
at the lack of use of retail property assets and 
ey to the big volume of sales occurring in 

e US between 5pm and 8pm on weekda 
and on Saturday afternoons,” said Mr Weil. 


Sectional title development of offices and 
shops had not been very successful. Nor had 
sales of sectional title suites to medical and 
other professional firms met with any degree 
of success. 


In countries where commercial sectional 
title sales had succeeded, investors — as op- 
posed to owner-occupiers — predominated. 

“Commercial property investment does not 
pay when interest rates are in the 20%-plus 
range. Rates will have to reduce substantially 
before there is any meaningful impact in ‘his 
potential market. ; 

Mr Weil said an improvement in the proper- 
ty market was unlikely until late 1986 or 1987 
and, “even then the upturn could be short- 
lived if the US economy is in a downward 
phase”. 

“Timing is, therefore, a. and 
only the foolish or the brave will enter into 
speculative building in order to take advan- 
tage of current highly competitive building 
rates,” he said. 
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ASYLUM GRANTED TO YUGOSLAV JUDO TRIO 

East London DAILY DISPATCH in English 9 Nov 84 p 13 

[Text] PRETORIA--Three athletes from the communist bloc have been granted 
asylum in South Africa after quietly slipping away from their homes in Yugo- 
Slavia last month. 


The men are members of Yugoslavia's national judo team and at least one of 
them took part in the Los Angeles Olympics this year. 


The government and local judo administrators have asked that the names of the 
men be withheld for the moment to protect their families from possible re- 
prisals by the Yugoslav authorities. 

One of the men is married and his wife is still in Yugoslavia. 

The Minister of Home Affairs, Mr F. W. deKlerk, said yesterday that "after 
careful consideration" he had decided to grant the three temporary residence 


permits. 


"It is clear that, apart from having the necessary occupational qualifications, 
they are also judo coaches of world standard. 


"I am confident they will not only make a contribution to society in their oc- 
cupations but will also be an asset to our sporting community," he said. 


The temporary permits are issued for an unspecified time. 
The three men were startled last week when word of their presence leaked to 
the press. Fearful of their position, they decided to pack up and return 


home. 


However, according to the SA Judo Union's secretary, Mr Leslie Stoch, the 
government decision to grant them formal permission to stay came just in time. 


"We are delighted because this will be a big boost not only to judo but to 
sport in general in South Africa," Mr Stoch said. 
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First contact with the stars is said to have been made at the Los Angeles 
Olympics. Negotiations by the union continued once the three had returned 
to Yugoslavia and they slipped into South Africa last month. 


They have attended judo contests under assumed names and studied local liv- 
ing standards. According to Mr Stuch, they so much liked what they saw that 
they decided to stay. 


Mr Stoch declined to say where the men were now staying or how they could be 
contacted. 
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SLABBERT CAUTIONS OVER 


"DISILLUSIONED WEST' 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 16 Nov 84 p 4 


SOUTH AFRICA 


{Interview with Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, leader of the opposition, by 


Peter Sullivan] 


[Text ] 


Dr van Zyl Siabbert said he returned 
from Europe with two general im- 
pressions: growing disillusionment by 
the West with Africa generally, and a 
greater divide inside South Africa. 

“When I speak of disillusionment, 
in the West they don’t actually be- 
lieve it is possible to create condi- 
tions of stability in Africa. At the 
same time there is also a kind of 
hope that, particularly in South Afri- 
ca and Southern Africa, we can still 
manage somehow to do this. 

“I know it sounds paradoxical, but 
there is that strong feeling there. 

“The second point is that we should 
not take any comfort from this disil- 
lusionment, because from that kind 
of disinterest a new kind of isolation 
can grow, and it is an isolation with 
regard to advice, assistance, genuine 
interest and involvement. 

“But looking at my country from 
the outside, and looking at Africa 
generally, the one overwhelming 
feeling that I have, particularly after 
long discussions with Breyten Brey- 
tenbach, is a threat that in a coun- 
try with such potential, such talent, 
we simply did not have the will at 
this stage to get together, to talk, and 
to negotiate ourselves out of our dif- 
ficulty. 

“On the one hand you have a white 
minority government, in almost 
blindly arrogant fashion thinking 
they can go it alone and that they 
don’t really have to make any hard 
concessions or give any power, but 
can pull it off by hanging on; and on 
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the other hand it seems the rhetoric 

of liberation and revolution and uto- 

pian political thinking is gaining 
ound. 

“Which also makes it more diffi- 
cult to find rational, intermediate po- 
litical solutions to our problems. In 
other words... we we are caught up 
in a process of polarisation. And it 
will take extraordinary willpower, 
from both sides, to halt this process.” 

You don’t seem very hopeyul. 

“I haven't lost hope. I think maybe 
over the next year or so, faced with 
the tough, harsh realities of our eco- 
nomic situation, we will have no 
choice but to explore new situations.” 


The PFP was criticised for not 
making a stronger protest about 
the use of troops in the townships. 

“If that is true, and I haven’t had 
an opportunity to talk te the people 
who acted on my behalf while I was 
away, I would be extremely disap- 
pointed. One of the issues I tried to 
highlight before my departure was 
the seriousness of the situation in the 
townships. 

“Anyway, it is no use crying Over 
spilt milk and if it is true I intend 
referring to this at the Transvaal 
congress (starting today).” . 

Is the situation not serious 
enough to call for a return of Par- 
liament? 

“I opposed the suspension of the Sep- 
tember session of Parliament pre- 
cisely to talk about this issue. It 
was ignored by the Government. But 
you won't solve this simply by calling 


Parliament together. You must come 
forward with fresh initiatives that 
can restore some kind of confidence. 

“You must make it possible for 
them to negotiate with people on the 
Situation in our cities. If we increas- 
ingly depend on coercive action and 
military and police action to stabilise 
the situation, that action in itself is, 
in the long term, going to become the 
source of conflict. 

“This has been shown in one situa- 
tion after another right throughout 
the world.” 

Dr Slabbert said Mrs Thatcher ex 
pressed her concern about the consul- 
ate affair in Durban and the court 
case concerning the Coventry Four. 


“We then discussed the whole ques- 
tion of constitutional change in South 
Africa, the position of blacks, the un- 
rest in the urban areas, and I tried to 
place it in context of what happens 
when you try to introduce even mild 
reforms in a time of economic aus- 
terity, as well as the fact that we 
have neglected consitutional mea- 
sures as far as these things are con- 
cerned. 


“It was an exchange of views rath- 
er than one trying to persuade the 
other. 

“I came away with a feeling that 
there was a great deal of understand- 
ing for South Africa’s position but 
that there was a feeling that South 
Africa did not understand Britain’s 
internal or domestic problems. Mrs 
Thatcher has her own problems as 
well and it would be short-sighted of 
the South Africans not to realise 
that”. 











CONSERVATIVES MAKE INROADS INTO LIBERAL BASTION 


Johannesburg THE STAR in English 17 Nov 84 p 9 


[Article by Gary van Staden] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


The Conservative Party has now set its 
sights on the “liberal bastion” of Natal. 
In less than a week it has established 
14 branches in the province and en- 
tered into negotiations with dissatis- 
fied New Republic Party MPs and 
MPCs. 

. “We cannot reveal any names at the 
‘moment but there is no doubt that 
some NRP MPs and MPCs will come 
over to us,” said Mr Clive Derby- 
‘Lewis, Johannesburg regional chair- 
-man of the CP. 

. “They are just waiting for the right 
‘opportunity to do so as there is no rea- 
‘son to cross over at moment.” 

Mr Derby-Lewis returned yesterday 
from a “highly successful” trip to 
‘Natal during which 14 CP branches 
‘were opened. 
| The branches are not confined to the 
“conservative” part of Natal and in- 
-clude Durban, Amamzimtoti and Mooi 
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River, among others. 

“We had a very good reception in the 
province and managed to get things 
under way,” Mr Derby-Lewis said. 

He added that recent political de- 
velopments in the province following 
the resignation of party leader Mr 
Vause Raw and the defections of some 
MPs to the National Party had left the 
province wide open. 

“We believe there is a lot of CP sup- 
port in the province and party leader 
Dr Andries Treurnicht and I will be ad- 
dressing a public meeting in Durban 
next Tuesday,” he added. 

A team of eight to 10 CP workers 
would begin canvassing in areas of 
Natal early in the new year. 

“The situation is very interesting at 
the moment and looks promising for 
us,” Mr Derby-Lewis said, adding that 
there was great support for CP policy 
among town and city council officials. 
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COST OF HOMELANDS AID PROGRAMS REPORTED 
Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 17 Nov 84 p 4 
[Article by Mauritz Moolman] 


[Text] THE Office of the State President has replied to questions on what 
the Government is doing to assist in combating famine through Operation 
Hunger, by supplying a list of Government expenditures for the "homelands" 
and on blacks in "white" areas. 


The Government also expressed its belief that the private sector could be 
doing more for those experiencing famine than was being done at present. 


In reply to questions put to the office by the Rand Daily Mail, the following 
was received: ‘Through the years this Government established development 
programmes in the spheres of, eg: education, health, welfare and especially 
regional development for all the peoples of the country with the aim to pro- 
vide the basic needs of people, and thereby to enhance the quality of life of 
all the inhabitants. 


“With reference to this expenditure the following budget figures for the 
1983-84 fiscal year in regard to the national states are of interests: 


"Education, R298 871 741; Health and welfare, R320 241 195; Pensions, 
R162 829 000; Drought relief, R20-million; Creation of work opportunities, 
R6 346 800, 


"...The budget for the SA Development Trust fer the national states for 1983/84 
was: 


"Education, R5 842 000. The budget for this item for 1984/85 was risen to 
R10 300 000; Health and welfare, R32 890 000; Creation of work opportunities, 
Rll 350 000; Creation of work and income opportunities R/0 786 000. 


"The budget for blacks outside of the national states in white areas: 


"Welfare, R17 472 000; Pensions, R210 958 000; Education and Training, 
R234 450 000, 


"In addition to the aforementioned endeavours by the Government, there have 


been various initiatives from the private sector to fulfil its obligations. 


"Operation Hunger is one of these attempts by the private sector..." the 
statement says. 
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DOLOMITE WATER SCHEME TESTED 
Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 15 Nov 84 p 2 


[Text] A SCHEME suggested in 1958 to use water from the dolomite area for 
the Vaal Dam is only now being tested by the Department of Water Affairs. 


The department is examining ways of integrating the subterranean storage 
space of the dolomite area of the Transvaal with the surface water supply of 
the Vaal-Tugela system. 


Professor Desmond Midgley yesterday reminded the international conference on 
ground water technology in Johannesburg, that in his inaugural lecture at the 
University of the Witwatersrand in 1958, he had suggested that in times of 
drought water could be abstracted from the enormous volume stored in the 
dolomites to raise the yield of the Vaal Dam. 


There would be plenty of time to "recharge" the dolomite between these 
periods of stress. 


"That proposal is now being intensively tested by the Department of Water 
Affairs,'' he said. 


By integrating ground water development with the water supply system, South 
Africa could increase the exploitable portion of its water resources and the 
groundwater would meet the demand when the surface supply failed. 


Water restrictions--which he defended--could then be limited or avoided. 


Prof Midgeley also asked why the Sterkfontein Dam, which was recharged at a 
relatively low rate from the Tugela River, but which could discharge into 
the Vaal at a rate well in excess of demand, had not been run out into the 
Vaal during the recent extreme drought. 


Mr J R Vegter, director for geohydrology in the Department of Water Affairs, 
said there had been plans more than 60 years ago for exploiting more 
dolomitic areas for urban use by the Rand Water Board. These had never come 
to fruition. 








"For many decades the attitude of the Government has been that water be made 
available first to agriculture and only thereafter to industry and urban 
requirements," he said. 


The result of this policy had been that exploitation of dolomite ground water 
had been left to the individual landowner. 


One option now being studied was the integration of the underground storage 
space provided by the dolomite with the surface water supply of the Vaal 
Tugela system. 


Other facts from Mr Vegter: 


--In 1980 groundwater resources provided l 300-million m2 of an estimated 
total water consumption of 12 000-million m~--or 15%. 


--Of this, 78% was used for irrigation--of about 240 000 ha. 


--About 105 towns and villages depended entirely on groundwater and a further 
15 used both surface and ground resources continuously. 


--It was feasible that about 5 000-million m? a year could be developed from 
groundwater sources countrywide. This could be done in 20 to 30 years, at a 
growth rate of 4-52. 


~-There has been a 40-fold increase in water consumption on the Witwatersrand 
since 1923. 
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ISSUE OF MP WAGES DISCUSSED 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 26 


[Article by Harry Schwarz] 


[Text ] 


HOW can you vote for a 
measure in Parliament un- 
der which you stand to 
benefit and then, a few 
months later when it suits 


you politically, attack | 
| come the by-election over a 
_ gratuity that the Conserva- 


someone who takes the 
benefit under the law you 
supported? 

ow can you sit by and 
watch a law being passed, 
offer no critical comment 
and when the climate 
changes, create an uproar? 

That is what has hap- 

ned in regard to the Par- 

iamentary Service and Ad- 
ministrators Pension Act. 
When you are askex to com- 
ment, do you climb on the 
opular bandwagon and 
oin the attack or do you 
stand by your party’s vote 
and tell it as it is, whether it 
is swimming against the 
tide or not? 

There is a by-election in 
Primros: and a political 
party whose members sup- 
ported the Act, whose chief 
whip said it was a neat 

iece of work and that the 
nservative Party was 
grateful for the compensa- 
tion given to members of 
the Assembly, now makes a 
benefit taken under that 
Act an election issue. 

The CP gets away with it 
because it is a populaz issue 
to criticise politiriaas for 
their salary allowances, 
gratuities and pensions. 

Certainly the by-election 
should be fought on issues, 


but should they not be poli- 
cy issues and issues which 
concern the constitution, 
the franchise or the eco- 


-nomy? 


But Primrose has be- 


tive Party supported with 
full knowledge of the facts 
and not only after it came 
into existence as a result of 
the breakaway from the 
National Party. 

It had supported the Bill 
in its lesser form when its 
members were still in the 
National Party. 


Experiments 


Do we then help them in 
this, and join in the hue and 
cry or do we stand by our 
decisions in Parliament of 
not only a few months ago, 
but also last year and in 
previous years? 

If we are wrong for hav- 
ing so voted let us be criti- 
cised, but let us not be hyp- 
ocritical and go back on 
votes which were not based 
upon sudden or impetuous 
decisions, but arrived at 
after numerous discussions 
in our Caucus. 

There are many people 
who believe all politicians 
are over-paid. They are en- 
titled to hold that belief and 
to express it. Politicians 
must ta‘e it. 

In the UK in years gone 
by MPs were not paid any 


77 


salary, those with means 
were expected to contrib- 
ute their talents to the gov- 
ernment of the state. 

The satisfaction of a con- 
tribution to the public weal 
and the status attached to 
the office were regarded as 
adequate reward. It kept 
the working man out of 
Parliament. So the situa- 
tion changed. 

The dispute still rages to- 
day, not only in South 
Africa, but elsewhere. Do 
you pay MPs well in order 
to attract the best men for 
the job, or do you keep the 
remuneraticn low so as to 
draw only the dedicated to 
the task? 

In South Africa there has 
been public controversy 
over the salaries of Mem- 
bers of Parliament and 
Cabinet Ministers for 


years. 

There have been various 
experiments to endeavour 
to solve the problem. A 
commission of business- 
men was once appointed to 
make recommendations. 
This method was found to 
be unsatisfactory. 

Dr van Zyl Slabbert has 
now su 


politics and let outsiders 
not only determine the re- 
muneration and other bene- 
fits of MPs and Cabinet 
Ministers and similar 
office-bearers — but keep a 


ested that the is- , 
sue be taken entirely out of | 
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rmanent watch on the 
evel of such reward. 

A further endeavour to 
take the matter out of the 
area of controversy was 
linkage with a particular 
public service post. 

This did not work as the 
re-organisation of the pub- 


lic service and re-grading, 
and the existence of allow- 
ances such as those for 
housing which are not re- 
ceived by or MPs, 
made it impractical to link 
MPs’ salaries to any par- 
ticular post. — 
The Fringe Benefits 
Commission asked a panel 
of independent ns to 
advise them on the tax to be 
ep lied to the benefits of 
inet Ministers and MPs 
and considered the v. 
views submitted in 
its own final recommenda- 
tions. 


Openly 


In recent times man 
MPs, like most South - 
cans, have complained 
about the jevel of their re- 
muneration, but prominent 
in the complaints was the 
issue of what ere to the 
Member of Parliament 
when he loses his seat. 

Younger men have en- 
tered Parliament and have 
renounced careers and 
when professional prac- 
tices or businesses have 
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been given up for politics 
they are difficult to re-es- 
tablish. 

These complaints caused 
more attention to be paid to 
a and gratuities and, 

view of the different na- 
ture of the job when com- 
pared with private employ- 
ment, different principles 
were considered. 

It should be pointed out 
that before laws which con- 
cern the remuneration of 
public representatives ere 
made there are negotia- 
tions between all the politi- 
cal parties in Parliament. 

This is done by the Ye 
of the various caucuses. On 
each occasicn when the is- 
sue arose there was discus- 
sion by the caucus and in 
particular by the PFP cau- 
cus. I believe that other 
caucuses have done the 
same. 

Caucus confidentiality 

revents one from disclos- 
ing the attitude which dif- 
ferent persons took in such 
discussions. In 1979 when 
an Act was passed by Par- 
liament it was passed 
unanimously. In 1983 when 
the formulae for gratuities 
were amended the PFP re- 
quired its publication and it 
was published in the Gov- 
ernment Gazette and 
evoked no media or other 
public comment of which I 
am aware. 

In 1984 the Act was again 
amended. Prior to its intro- 
duction in the House of As- 
sembly it was the subject of 
protracted negotiations be- 
tween the political parties 
in Parliament and repeated 
and often lengthy discus- 
sion in the PRP caucus. 
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When it came to be de- 
bated in the Assembly all 
parties supported the mea- 
sure. During that debate 
the media representatives 
were in the Press gallery of 
Parliament. 

There was no storm or 
uproar. The provisions of 
the formulae for gratuities 
had been known at least 
since December, 1983. The 
Prime Minister’s gratuity 
was only a matter of multi- 
plying his salary and allow- 
ances, excluding household 
allowances, by three. 

The gratuity issue, 
though known and a matter 
of public record, received 
very litile, if any attention 
until the Primrose by-elec- 
tion. 

Why it was raisec in the 
Primrose by-election is ob- 
vious. To attack a politician 
for having received a large 
sum of money, particularly 
in times of economic reces- 
sion and ~ an area eh 
many people are struggling 
to ae cats meet, sounds 
like a politicai winner for 
any party. 

What became an issue 
was not the office but the 
person who held it. This is 
the nature of the “broeder- 
stryd’’ between the 
National Party and the 
Conservative Party. 


I wonder though whether 
anyone really believes that 
Mr P W Botha, who has 
been in Parliament since 
1948. has been or is in public 
life for the money? There 
may be lots of reasons why 
he is in politics and there 
are serious disputes on his 
political actions and poli- 
cies, but I believe that not 


even his most determined 
opponents, or let me use the 
word “enemies”, would as- 
cribe his motives to person- 
al financial gain. 


Mockery 


Whether or not he should 
have taken the gratuity to 
which he was entitled in 
law is, of course, a matter 
for him personally and here 
his colleagues have ex- 
plained how he came to ac- 
cept it. 

That he was legally enti- 
tled to the gratuity howev- 
er, seems clear and whe- 
ther or not receipt thereof 
should have been postponed 
or otherwise is a matter 
which he personally had to 
decide. 


The Primrose by-elec- 
tion is being fought at a 
time of increasing instabil- 
ity. There are real issues at 
Stake in the field of both 
Straight politics and econo- 
mics. 


A decision was made that 
the PFP wouid not fight the 
election and we abide by 
that, but that does not de- 
tract from the fact that it 
should be an electoral con- 
test about the real issues of 
South African politics. 


To fight it on a man and 
his gratuity, drawn in 
terms of a law which both 
contestants supported. 
makes a mockery of the 
election and of the threats 
to stability to which the 
white electorate should 
really be applying itself at 
this time. 











SOUTH AFRICA 


ABOVE-AVERAGE RAINS REPORTED 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 3 
[Article by Ciaran Ryan] 


[Text] THE Maize crop is off to a good start after above-average rins in 
many parts of the country, but the expected crop of between 8-million and 10- 
million tons will do little to halt soaring farming debt of R10 500-million. 


Maize farmers owe banks and co-operatives about R7 000-million. But they will 
not know whether they can reduce this sum until January and February, the 
crucial time for rain. The rain failed in a heat wave in Janvary and Febru- 
ary and the mealie crop plunged to 4,4-million tons. 


Present forecasts indicate a maize surplus of 2,5-million tons for export next 
year. Foreign-exchange earnings would be R326-million. 


Important 


Hennie Bezuidenhoudt, manager of agronomy commodity services at the South Afri- 
can Agricultural Union, said yesterday: '‘'The drought has been broken in many 
parts.of the country. Parts of Natal and the Eastern Transvaal have had above- 
average rains. 


"The Western Transvaal and parts of the Western Free State are still dry. 
These are important mealie producers. A realistic estimate of the crop now 
is between 8-million ind 10-million tons." 


Domestic consumption is 6,5-million tons and a 9-million ton crop would leave 
2,5-million tons for export. 


Emp loyment 
The shortfall in last season's crop was made up by imports of aimost 3-million 


tons at a cost of about R900-million. However, the cost in foreign exchange 
was much greater because of loss of export earnings. 


A turnaround of almost Rl 226-million in terms of foreign exchange receipts 
would result from a 9-million ton crop. 
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Cash Flow 


He says: "Rainfall to date has been above normal except for the north- 
western parts of the Transvaal. It is a little early to tell what kind of a 
season we are going to have because there is no consistency yet in the 
pattern," 


The maize crop in 1980 was 14,7-million tons. The current price for maize 
is R220 a ton against last year's R140. 


Peter Schoon, an agricultural adviser with Standard Bank, says farmers will 
not be able to clear their debts after one good season. 


"Farmers need a good season to help their cash flow, but it will take three 
good seasons before their debts are cleared. In some instances lending money 
to a farmer only makes his situation worse." 


Figures from the Department of the Environment show that dams are fuller than 

at the same time last year, but are by no means back to normal, which is regard- 
ed as 75% of capacity. Dams are on average 49% full compared with iast year's 
35%. 


The Chelmsford Dam at Newcastle was only 4% full this time last year compared 
with last week's 70%, and the Midmar Dam is now 94% full against last year's 
182%. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MOTHBALLING OF FERTILIZER PLANTS REPORTED 
Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 16 Nov 84 p 7 
[Article by Priscilla Whyte] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


AN UNDISCLOSED propor- 
tion of fertiliser plant has 
been mothbalied but domes- 
tic demand should be slightly 
better this year than during 
the 1982-83 drought. 


Mr Chris von Solms, chairman of 
the Fertiliser Society of SA, says 
demand has increased by only 5% 
so far this year compared with the 
same period last year. 


He adds that normal fertiliser 
consumption is 3,5-million tons a 
year. In 1983 this dropped to 2,3- 
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million but this year a growth of 6% 
is expected. 

Fertiliser is fetching low prices 
while profit margins “are terrible 
due to overcapacity”, Mr Von Solms 
says. 

‘The industry is in bad shape and 
high interest rates are compound- 
ing the problem. Capacity utilisa- 
tion is 60% and some production 
units have been mothballed.” 

Of the fertiliser consumed 60% is 
for maize cultivation. 

With a reasonable start to the 
summer rainfall season on the 
Highveld, the immediate outlook is 
improving. 

xcluding the Triomf export fer- 
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tiliser facility at Richards Bay, ana 
the Fedmis phosphoric acid capa- 
bility, exports represent 10% of 
total production. 

Competition is keen. There are 
five competitors: Triomf, Fedmis 
RECT) an em), Omnia, Kynoch 
AECT) and Sasol which recently en- 
tered the overcrowded market. 

A Sasol spokesman declined to 
comment on capacity utilisation at 
the R120m Sasol plant commis- 
sioned in March. 

“We see a shortage of nitrogen in 
South Africa and find limited scope 
for exports except on an ad-hoc ba- 
sis.” 

Sasol is producing limestone, am- 
monium, nitrate and various com- 
pounds of nitrogen, phosphate and 
potassium. 

Dr Joachim Winkler, chairman of 
Omnia, says: “There is heavy price- 
cutting and nobody is making profit. 
There were no price increases in 
1983 despite sharply increasing 
costs.” 

He says demand has improved 
but finances are worse. He believes 
the industry is overtraded in rela- 
tion to international standards. 

“] see further rationalisation in 
the shutdown of plant, not necessar- 
ily in the takeover of one company 
by another, but anything is possi- 
bie.” 





ANGLO EXPANSION IN S,. AMERICA REPORTED 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 15 Nov 84 p 3 


[Article by Brendan Ryan] 


[Text } 


THE Anglo American Corporation group is 
expanding its business in South America 
by — out its partners in Empresas 
Consolidadas Sudamericanas. 

AAC, De Beers and Minerals & Resources Cor- 
poration (Minorco) acquired a 40% holding in Em- 
presas, registered in Panama, in 1981. 

These companies, together with Angio’s Brazilian 
associates Mineracao Morro Velho and Ambras, are 
now taking up the remaining 60% in Empresas from 
a company called Consolidated Mining and Indus- 
tries. 

Empresas will be owned by a joint holding com- 
pany fn which AAC and associates hold 50%, De 

rs 25% and Minorco 25%. 

AAC chief press officer, Mr Errol Symons, said 
last night the purchase price would not oy disclosed 
and neither would the terms of payment. 

It is therefore not known whether the AAC group 
will pay for the new holdings through funds genera- 
ted rh its existing South American business, based 

ainly in Brazil, or whether the group must pump 
additional outside funds into South America. 

Consolidated profits of the Empresas group were 
about US$27m in 1983 and US$15m in the six months 
to June this year. 
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The net asset value of Empresas at September 30 
this year was about $200m. 

Empresas’ Brazilian interests will now be owned 
by Morro Velho and Ambras. These interests include 
controlling shareholdings in the Codemin ferro-nick- 
e] mines, the Copebras/Fosfago carbon-black, phos- 

hate and fertiliser group and the Catalao colum- 
ium mine. 

Empresas will continue to run its interests in 
other parts of South America directly. 

These include the Mantes Blancos copper mine in 
Chile, the Petrosur-Agromax fertiliser company in 
Argentina and a cement company in Peru. 

ver the years, Anglo has built up large, diversi- 
fied industrial and mining business in Brazil. 

Ambras (Angio American Corporation do Brasil 
——e has interests in gold and nickel mining, 
banking, food processing, zgriculture and steel mak- 
ing. 

Ambras’ major investment is in Morro Velho, 
which runs Brazil’s largest gold mine and a number 
of other gold producers, all of which are small by 
South African standards. 

Morro Velho is doubling its total monthly produc- 
tion capacity to 100 000 tons of ore. 

Ambras also has a 49% stake in a stee] mill with 
~g capacity to produce 160 000 tons of steel annual- 


Faced = Brazil’s foreign exchange controls and 

the country’s galloping inflation rate, the Anglo 

oup pols to date has been to plough its earnings 
ack into developing its Braziliar business. 





SOUTH AFRICA 


LONGWALL MINING FUTURE PREDICTED 
Johannesburg MINING WEEK in English 7 Nov 84 p 3 
[Article by Val Pienaar] 


[Text] The technique of longwall mining has an "increasing future" in South 
Africa which the newly established Longwall Manufacturers’ Association (LMA) 
plans to promote, according to LMA chairman Mr Bill Morrell of British Jeffrey 
Diamond Dresser SA. 


Speaking at a luncheon held to introduce the aims, objectives and principles 
of the LMA last week, he said the greater depths at which coal would have to 
be mined in future would most safely and cost-effectively be tackled using the 
longwall method. 


He said it improved coal extraction percentage rates by minimising pillar re- 
quirements. 


"We accept that the initial capital cost of longwall can be higher than other 
methods of mining, but submit that the all important factor is overall cost per 
ton through the life of the equipment. 


Mr Morreell said that modern longwall roof support systems, chainless haulage, 
dust suppression techniques and improved travelling way throughout the face 
combined to make longwalling "probably the safest underground coal mining sys- 
tem available." 


The main aim of the association is to promote the technique in South Africa 
through involvement in technical seminars and the presentation of technical 
papers. 


"We would like to be regarded as a forum of longwall expertise in South 
Africa. 


"The South African mining industry could use LMA for discussion about any 

future longwall requirements, modifications or about the development of spec- 
ific longwall equipment to suit South Africa's particular needs and conditions,’’ 
he said. 
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To be eligible for membership on the LMA, companies are required to be South 
African-based, with suitable administrative facilities together with engi- 
neering, sales and after-service personnel. 


They must supply major items of longwall equipment--namely roof supports, 
armoured face conveyors, stage loader/breakers or power loaders. 


The founder members of the association are Anderson Mayor, British Jeffrey 
Diamond Dresser SA, Dowty (SA), Eickhoff, Hemscheidt SA, Gullick (SA), 
Klockner-Becorit Coalequip, SA Longwall Mining Corp, and Westfaxlia-Scharf 
SA Fy) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


STEVE TSHWETE BANISHED TO CISKEI 
Johannesburg CITY PRESS in English 18 Nov 84 p 4 


[Text] FORMER Robben Island prisoner and UDF Border chairperson Steve Tshwete 
has been banished to the Ciskei and declared a prohibited immigrant in South 
Africa. 


Mr Tshwete, from Peelton near King William's Town, received a registered let- 
ter on his 46th birthday telling him about his banishment. 


The letter, signed by Director-General M J Green, stated that Mr Tshwete needed 
a visa before he could enter South Africa. 


"I have to inform you that your exemption from the visa requirements as laid 
down in Section 40 (1)(E) of the Admission of Persons to the Republic Regula- 
tions Act of 1972 has been withdrawn," the letter said. 


Speaking from his home soin after receiving the letter, Mr Tshwete said 
nothing--even the order--would stop him from his commitment to liberation. 


He said, "The order itself is a clear indication that the so-called new deal 
is a farce. 


"South Africa is my country. I cannot be declared an immigrant in the country 
of my birth." 


Mr Tshwete was jailed for 15 years on Robben Island in 1964 for his political 
activities. When he was released in 1979, he was elected Border Rugby Union 
secretary. 


He was a teacher from 1980 to 1983 and was detained for four months by Ciskei 
cops. 


Last week, security cops searched his house for more than an hour before they 
took him away for questioning. 


UDF publicity secretary Trevor Manuel said he was deeply disturbed by Mr 
Tshwete's banishment because it would deny him the right to earn a livelihood 
and would place him at the "mercy of the Sebes”. 
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"Steve is a person of indominable worth. His banishment will not break him, 
nor will it deter the Border region from fighting the injustices of the South 
African Government," he said. 


He said banishment, detentions and bannings would not bring peace to the 
country. 


"These acts only serve to anger our people and take South Africa on a collision 
course,’ said Mr. Manuel. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


SOLiDUR TO LAUNCH RSA OPERATION 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 3 


[Text] A HIGH-TECH German plastics company has gone against the trend and 
stepped up its investment in South Africa. 


Solidur International, which makes an ultra-high molecular weight polyethelene 
(UHMWPE), will launch a free-standing operation in SA. 


Partner 


It has been represented here for five years by Malbak subsidiary, Chemplast, 
and the new step has implied a "significant", though undisclosed additional 
investment. 


Solidur has chosen for its partner in the operation Roger Thomas, former 
managing director of Chemplast, who will take a minority stake in the new 
company, 


Herbert Weiss of Solidur, which is headquartered in Vreden, West Germany and 
has offices in the US, Canada, the UK, Japan and Australia, says: ‘We did 
the deal on the day the rand bottomed." 


To put the seal on what he sees as a promising investment, he would like the 
rand to rise on the back of an improving SA economy. 


The company's future looks bright even under present conditions, for its main 
customer is the mining industry, which is protected by the weak rand. The 
paper, chemical and bottling industries are also important users. 

Plant Noise 

The main properties of Solidur plastic, which claims the highest commercially 
available molecular weight in the world, are resistance to abrasion and wear 


and a low coefficient of friction, 


It is self-lubricating, extremely strong and hardly anything sticks to it. 
It does not corrode or rot and its use generally reduces plant noise. 
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It is designed to replace steel, wood, brass and other plastics, in high wear 
applications, 


One of its competitors is Teflon. Although Teflon stands up to heat better, 
Solidur, with four or five times the molecular weight, takes friction better 
and costs far less. 


Solidur slides so well that nearly every skiing gold medal at the last winter 
Olympics was won on it. Today hundreds of kilometres of Solidur sheeting go 
under millions of ski bottoms all over the world, It makes a fine cutting 
board, as it does not mark or blunt knives. 


These are only two "consumer" uses, 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


TEXTILE OFFICIAL OPTIMISTIC ABOUT FUTURE 





Johannesburg SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 18 Nov 84 p 2B 
[Article by Lesley Lambert] 


[Text ] 


THE textile industry continues to 
be plagued by massive imports 
and relatively poor local con- 
sumption, but Mr Stanley Shlag- 
man, executive director of the 
Textile Federation, believes 
things can only get better. 


“The rapid increase in imports for 
the first eight méntvhs of this year has 
not been maintaitied. We are expect- 
ing a fairly marked drop in imports as 
the further devaluation of the rand 
takes its toll,” Mr Shlagman said this 
week. 


Fabric imported for the period Jan- 
uary to end of August this year was 
66% up in money terms and 48% more 
in volume coinpared with figures re- 
corded during the same period last 
year. This revresents an average 
price increase of 12% 

By contrast, the value of local tex- 
tile sales increased a mere 7,5% over 
the same period while volumes went 
up by only 1% 

The Textile Federation feels the 
massive import increase has not be en 
met by a comparable increase in co, 
sumer demand and that imports have 
cost the country R92,4-mi/lion com- 
pared with R52,3-million in 1983 

The main reasons for this increase 
stemmed from world over-production 
which has been excluded from highly 
protected markets and has sought an 
outlet in a poorly protected market 
such as South Africa, according to the 
Textile Federation 

Exports, on the other hand, have 
increased at a slow rate from 1979 to 
1982. At the end of 1983 they were up 
by 22% and were estimated to in- 
crease by 35% this year 

The local textile incustry rather 
than imports has borm the main 
brunt of ihe declining market 

During the 1981 to 1983 period, total 





TEXTILE AND CLOTHING IMPORTS (R-million) 





en _ on 


All textiles 
Clothing enly 





| 





— 





1e78 | 1979 1980 1981 |1982 | 1983 | fan-Aug 83 | Jan-Aug 84 
362 408 530 782) 788 | 705 433 705 
45 | 47 { 68 136) 123) 98 — - 








local production dropped from 651- 
million square metres to 486-million 
Square metres while imports rose 
from 22% to 24% of the total market 
consumption. In the main sector of 
wovens, local production droppea by 
19% against a tar lower 5% decline in 
imports 
urthermore, although imports are 
more expensive in rand terms, loca] 
= are governed by the same 
actors 
“Raw material prices are interna- 
tionalised and thus locally grown and 


produced raw materials go up in rand 
terms because they are internation- 
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ally quoted in dollars. 

“So we have pressure on price by 
customers and pressures on cost aris- 
ing out of factors which we cannot 
control,” Mr Shlagman said. 

He said even with reduced — 
the textile industry would still have 
difficulties. 

“The main retail distributors want 
shorter lead times to coincide with 
their over-the-counter sale periods. 

“They want to work on the lowest 
possible level of stocks and that would 
require a faster delivery service from 
the textile and the clothing industry. 

“We are shortening our jead time 
but I doubt we could shorten it to the 
extent er by the retail indus- 
try,” Mr Shlagman said. 

He believes better communication 
between the manufacturing and retail 
sectors would enable them to say ‘no’ 
to unreasonable demands. 


“The textile industry is governed 7 
fairly rapid changes in fashion whic 
is in itself enough of a problem. When 
you include the stringent demands for 
shorter lead times, we just cannot 
keep up.” 
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growth from 19 


The industry went into a rapid de- 
cline in 1983 mainly as a result of a 
weakened economy coupled with un- 
certainty in the level of consumer de- 
mand. 

The onset of the textile boom in 1979 
saw private consumption expenditure 
(PCE) rise oon, and average real 

8 to 1982 was 5,2%. 

According to figures supplied by 
the Central Statistical Services the 
real growth in PCE on clothing and 
footwear from 197§-82 was 5,3% but 
by 1983 it had declined to -5,9%. 

Similarly, PCE on household tex- 
tiles showed an average real growth 
rute of 7,7%. By 1983 it had dropped to 
2,9%. 

A serious problem confronting the 
textile —. is the lag between 
changes in PCE and changes in de- 
mand for textiles. 


The lag tends‘ to exaggerate the 
effects of changes in PCE, and textile 
manufacturing has generally alter- 
nated between serious excess capa- 
city and difficulty in maintaining ade- 
quate supplies to clothing 
manufacturers. 











SOUTH AFRICA 


LABOR IMPORTED TO MEET SKILLS SHORTAGE 
Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 7 
[Article by Roy Bennetts] 


[Text ] 





INDUSTRIAL and 
mining companies are 
spending millions of 
rands on importing la- 
bour to meet a shortage 
of skills in South 
Africa. 

The personnel officer of a 
nationwide supply company 
puts the price of recruiting 
and delivering one artisan to 
SA at R5 000 — if he is one of 
a grou peep | 20 or 
more. The figure is higher if 
only one or two people are 
imported. 


Screening 


Companies have found that 
it is vital to interview job 
applicants in their country of 

—. and in particular to 
sfind out if the applicant’s 
* wife seems able to make a 
*change in life style. 

Some companies make a 
South African wife part of the 
recruiting team. - 

Because of the high unem- 


loyment rate in Europe, one 
ob advertisment may at- 
tract 200 applicants. This 
causes a sorting problem. 


To import one artisan of- 
ten involves the cost of mov- 


ing his family. 
Regular 


Apart from the initial cost 
of advertising and screening, 
companies pay for the trans- 

rt of household effects and 

uggage. This sum varies 

from R3 000 for a family with 
children to R1 000 for a single 
person. 

Airfares are usually 
ial rate, the 
ring 80% of 


offered at as 
Government 
the cost. 

The time lag between re- 
cruitment and arrival in 
South Africa can be as long 
as 12 months and there is 
little certainty that the new 


worker will remain in the 
company’s employ. 

Gold Fields and Gencor re- 
cruit abroad continuously. 
They stress that the recent 
recruitment drive was not 
designed to take advantage 
of the British coal miners’ 
Strike. 

A Gold Fields spokesman 
says: “We are looking for 
artisans not miners. SA is 
desperately short of electri- 
cians, plumbers, fitters and 
turners. 


Best record 


“There are an estimated 
12 000 vacancies for artisans. 
To bridge the immediate ga 
we are forced to recruit 
abroad. 

“We advertised in the 
Eastern Cape in the hope of 
ag retrenched p-rsonnel 

rom the motor industry, but 
had little success. People are 


loath to move from big towns 
to live in a mining area.” 


Main countries of recruit- 
ment for the mining houses 
are Britain, Poland and 
Spain. 

The problem of retaining 
imported labour is upper- 
most in the minds of the SA 
employer. 

Labour from Spain has the 
best record with 90% re- 
maining on the mines. Poland 
comes second with 80% and 
Britain third with 70% of 
newcomers remaining. 


Although the mines may 
lose these workers, not all of 
them return to their home- 
land. Many find jobs in secon- 
dary industries. 


Some companies try to get 
their money back if the im- 
migrant leaves after only a 
short time, but this is diffi- 
cult. There is little point in 
forcing an unwilling worker 
to remain. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOBLESS WHITES TO GET SOUP, FOOD KITCHENS 
Port Elizabeth EVENING POST in English 2 Nov 84 p 1 
[Article by Yvonne Steynberg] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


FOR the first time since 
1967, one of Port Eliza- 
beth’s biggest charitable in- 
stitutions, the Afrikaanse 
Christelike Vroueverenig- 
ing (ACVYV) is planning to 
set up soup and basic food 
kitchens to meet the de- 
mand for food from the 
many unemployed white 
workers and their families 
in the city. 


The ACVV runs a large 
and well-equipped commu- 
nity centre in Sidwell, the 
area where the retrench- 
ments of white workers 
from the motor and related 
secondary industries has 
had the biggest impact. 

Overcrowding and pov- 
erty is becoming rife there 
because the unemployed 
are gravitating back to the 
area. 

The first kitchen will op- 
erate in Sidwell. The ACVV 
also has large centres in 
Kensington and Forest Hill. 


Since the worsening of 
the economic situation in 
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the Eastern Cape, the 
ACVV has doubled the mon- 
ey spent on its relief fund, 
but now finds that it cannot 
cope with the food demands 
made on its resources, par- 
ticularly in Sidwell. 

Basic food kitchens, dis- 
tributing soup, milk and 
bread, were last run by the 
organisation in 1967 in the 
old South End, where, at 
that time, poverty was rife 
because many of the in- 
habitants were waiting for 
resettlement as a result of 


the Group Areas Act. 

“We are meeting to final- 
ise plans for starting the 
kitchens in Sidwell because 
we cannot keep up with the 
demands for food parcels 
with our present 
resources,” said Mrs Judy 
du Toit, executive council 
member of the ACVV, 
active in the Sidwell area. 

She said the kitchens 
would be in operation as 
soon as possible and defi- 
nitely before the Christmas 
season. 


Mrs Du Toit said many 
families who were now 
without an income could no 
longer afford rent and in- 
variably moved back to re- 
lations or acquaintances in 
Sidwell. 

“They have pulled them- 
selves up out of those sur- 
roundings, but now over- 
crowding in small homes 
and plots is once i.ore lead- 
ing to distressing slum con- 
ditions,” Mrs Du Toit said. 

In March last year the 
Evening Post, after a tour 
of Sidwell with ACVV so- 
cial workers, featured the 
appalling conditions pre- 
vailing in certain parts of 
Sidwell where families of 
up to five and six shared 
miserable backyard shacks 
with no lights or basic 
facilities. 

“Unfortunately these 
conditions exist again and 
it is getting worse daily, 
with all the inherent prob- 
lems of alcohol abuse, over- 
crowding and family ten- 
sions, leading to child abuse | 
and family break-ups,” Mrs | 
Du Toit said. 





COSTS OF HOUSING UNDER MP'S REPORTED 


Capetown THE CAPE TIMES in English 6 Nov 84 p 5 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


PRETORIA. — The enormous costs of 
providing office and residential 
accommodation for members of the 
House of Representatives and the 
House of Delegates is clear from a 
statement released by the Minister of 
Communication and Public Works, Dr 
Lapa Munnik. 


Construction of 165 houses for the 
new MPs and additional parliamen- 
tary session staff has already started. 


Dr Munnik said office space had 
been provided in Marks Building in 
Parliament Street in Cape Town for 
members of the councils. 

The Ministers’ Council of the House 
of Representatives will use this accom- 
modation during parliamentary re- 
cesses. 


In Durban, offices are being pre- 
pared for the Ministers’ Council of the 
House of Delegates in the Malgate 
Building, Smith Street. 

In Cape Town, 65 dwellings are being 
built at Belhar to house members of 
the House of Representatives during 
sessions of Parliament. 

Another 100 dwellings are being 
built in Pelican Park for members of 
the House of Delegates and parliamen- 
tary session personnel. The chairman 
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and members of the Ministers’ Council 
of the House of Representatives :ie 
now accommodated in flats in Rygers- 
dal, Rondebosch. 


Permanent dwellings are being 
planned on a site in Walmer Estate, 
below De Waal Drive. 

The site is owned by the Cape Town 
City Council and negotiations for its 
acquisition have started. 

@ The PFP’s spokesman on the pub- 
lic service, Major Reuben Sive, said 
the plans to accommodate the new 
Members of Parliament were only part 
ofthe huge costs of providing the infra- 
structure for the new dispensation. 


Still to be added were the costs of 
accommodating new departments of 
Coloured and Indian Affairs and the 
provision of separate ethnic Educa- 
tion and Health Departments. — 

“Apartheid has always cost the coun- 
try’s taxpayers a fortune. The burden 
is now becoming impossible,” Major 
Sive said. 

Major Sive said to provide housing 
compatible with the status of an MP 
and taking into account today’s inflat- 
ed building costs, the houses would 
cost at least R100 000 each. 

The total cost of the 165 houses then 
would amount to about R16,5 million. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


KKK TIES DENIED--THE Conservative Party yesterday denied any links with the 
Ku Klux Klan and said suggestions that they were supported by the notorious 
US racist group were attempts by the National Party to smear the CP in the 
final stages of the Primrose by-election campaign. Reports in Nationalist 
newspapers yesterday claimed a voter in Primrose had received a letter from 
the southern United States organisation, posted in the US, which urged her to 
vote for the CP in next week's key by-election. Mr Frank le Roux, the CP 

MP for Brakpan and the election agent for his party's candidate in Primrose, 
said, however, the allegations showed that the NP was "scraping the bottom of 
the barrel'' to find issues with which to attack the CP. He did not think 
voters would be fooled by the propoganda. Mr Le Roux said it now appeared 
that the Primrose result would be far closer than the NP winning margin of 
between 500 and 1 000 votes predicted by some observers. [Text] [Johannes- 
burg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 20 Nov 84 p 2] 


WATER OWNERSHIP--WAYS of controlling the ownership of ground water, which is 
usually in private hands, are being studied by the Government. This emerged 
at the international conference on ground water technology which opened in 
Johannesburg yesterday. More than 10 countries were represented at the con- 
ference, which has been organised by the National Water Well Association of 
tne US and the Borehole Water Association of Southern Africa. Mr J JG 
Wentzel, Minister of Water Affairs, said the Government was looking into 
legislation for the control and management of ground water. "It is impor- 
tant to have some way of controlling the ownership of ground water in certain 
areas and on certain farms," he said. He saw this as part of a need for bal- 
anced development of the country where urbanisation was concerned. The Minis- 
ter said although groundwater resources were somewhat limited, there was still 
considerable scope for its use and much remained to be done in terms of re- 
search and development. [Text] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 

15 Nov 84 p 2] 


COOLING TOWERS ERECTED--TWO Sulzer stainless steel cooling towers, each with 
a capacity of 3 MW, have been built at Sulzer's factory in Elandsfontein for 
the Saaiplaas Division of Western Holdings, an Anglo American mine in the 
Orange Free State. One has already been erected underground at the 1 850 m 
level of the No 3 shaft and the other has recently been delivered. The towers 
measure 9,/5 m by 3,7 m by 4,5 m high. The first of this type to be made by 
Sulzer Brothers (South Africa) of Johannesburg, the towers will be used for 
bulk air cooling, reducing the air temperature from 27 degrees to 19,8 degrees. 

















Stainless steel has been used in the construction of the towers because of the 
rugged working environment adn the corrosive atmosphere under ground. [Text] 
{Johannesburg MINING WEEK in English 7 Nov 84 p 9} 


CAPE TOWN COMPUTER SYSTEM--THE Cape Town City Council has installed a $1,5- 
million computer system that will revolutionise planning and design methods 
and will open a comprehensive databank to the business community. The system 
can retrieve for any part of the municipal area demographic, social and 
physical information--like magisterial districts, suburb boundaries, family 
size a household, car ownership, total property assessment rates return, 
annual per capita income and statistics on how council money is spent. [Text] 
[Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 3] 


TEXTILE WORKERS RETRENCHED--ABOUT 13 000 textile workers have been retrenched 
over the past year as a result of the decline in the industry, according to 
Mr Stanley Shiagman, director of the Textile Federation, Employment in the 
textile industry reached a peak of 116 000 in 1982 and has dropped to about 
107 800 this year,,. according to a report presented to the National Party 
parliamentary study group by the Textile Federation this year. Reasons for 
the retrenchments included the general decline of the economy, the increasing 
ratio of imports as a percentage of total demand, and continuing improvements 
in productivity, the report said. The textile industry employs about 8% of 
the total employed in industry. In the Natal coastal region, Western Cape 
and Eastern Cape Border region, it is the main employer. The maintenance 
and provision of job opportunities is important because of the large numbers 
of new work-seekers, and because of the scarcity of jobs in other sectors. 

In its submissions to the Steenkamp committee, the Board of Trade and Indus- 
tries indicated that for every job created in the textile industry another 2,5 
jobs were indirectly created in other sectors. [Text] [Johannesburg SUNDAY 
EXPRESS in English 18 Nov 84 p 2] 7 


TEXTILE PROJECTIONS--THE Textile Federation has predicted that by the year 
2000: --The 1980 South African population figure of 29,3-million will grow to 
47,4-million; --income, based on 1980 values, will rise from R35-million to 
R58-million; --expenditure on household textiles and clothing will rise from 
R2,538-billion in 1980 to $3,371-billion in 1990 and to R4,226-billion in the 
year 2000. According to the latest textile statistics released by the Textile 
Federation, physical output by the industry has dropped 20% since the record 
level in 1981. Sales of total textiles in current terms are expected to in- 
crease by 8% this year. Retail trade sales have been steadily declining 
since the record level in 1981. Estimates for 1984, however, places these 
levels just above those of 1981. [Text] [Johannesburg SUNDAY EXPRESS in 
English 18 Nov 84 p 2] 


IRON EXPORTS UP--IRON ORE exports from Iscor'sSishen mine increased by 28 per- 
cent during the past financial year, earning foreign currency to the value of 
R238 million, but nonetheless continued to show a loss, according to Iscor's 
annual report for 1984, This increase is coupled to a 10 percent rise in crude 
steel production in the main markets to which Iscor exports iron ore. However, 
the continuing loss situation is a reflection of the ongoing oversupply of iron 
ore in world markets, which led to a further 11 percent drop in world prices, 
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following a pric2 reduction of about 12 percent in the previous year. Sishen's 
export production during the year was 10,4 million tons (8,1 million tons), 

out of a total of 14,7 million tons (10,9 million tons). Iscor's total iron 
ore production, from both Sishen and Thabazimbi, was about 17 million tons--a 
30 percent increase over the previous year's production. Of this, 6,8 million 
tons went into the domestic market, while the remainder was exported. The 
South Plant at Sishen was shut down at the end of June, after it had produced 
over 100 million tons over the years. This closure will reduce unit production 
costs at the mine. At Thabazimbi, poor underground mining conditions led to 
the curtailment of underground production. Until the situation has been 
remedied, the shortfall is being made good by supplementing production from 

the Donkerpoort open pit. Since exports through Valdanha Bay began in 1976, 

up to the end of the present financial year, some 90 million tons of iron ore 
with a fob sales value of Rl 429 million has been exported to Iscor's custo- 
mers, mainly in Europe and the Far East. [Text] [Johannesburg MINING WEEK 

in English 7 Nov 84 p 1] 


MINE PIPE STATION--WEST Driefontein Gold Mine near Carletonville recently 
completed the installation of what is believed to be the longest mine pump 
station in South Africa. The 180 m-long chamber on 4 level of No 4 shaft 
contains 16 Sulzer HPH 48-20 10 stage mine dewatering pumps, each of which can 
pump 120 f/sec against a head of 860 m. Previously employed at the old No 2 
shaft (which was closed down but har since been reopened) the pumps were fully 
reconditioned at the mine and reinsialled at a depth of 900 m on 4 level of No 4 
shaft. All the pumps were manufactured by Sulzer in South Africa, the first 
being supplied nearly 30 years ago. A second pump station, which will also 
have 16 reconditioned Sulzer HPH pumps, is nearing completion on 12 levels of 
No 4 shaft at a depth of 1 100 m. Eight pumps will operate simultaneously 

on each level] at peak periods, to cope with the water influx. ‘The decision 
to centralise the pumping system for a number of our mines in the area was 
taken about five years ago," said Mr Terence Stirling, sectional engineer 
responsible for all the pumps at West Driefontein. [Text] [Johannesburg 
MINING WEEK in English 7 Nov 84 p 4] 


ESCOM'S RADA. SYSTEM--TELKOR is to supply a remote alarm and digital alarm 

(Rada) monitoring system to Uscom. Rada is a monitoring system capable of 
centralising already existing point-to-point telemetering systems. It is 
provided with a facility to process Mororola (Intrac 2000) message outputs 

in a more comprehensive way than the current system permits. [Text] [Johannes- 
burg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 15 Nov 84 p 14] 


UNISA'S LATEX SYSTEM--THE University of South Africa (Unisa) has installed an 
Atex electronic publishing system. A Unisa spokesman says from next year all 
translation, editing and typesetting of tu"‘orial material will be done directly 
on a 32-terminal system. [Text] [Jcoumne rg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 

15 Nov 84 p 14] 


FARMAG CHEMICALS--DURBAN.--Farmag, which lost R264 000 before tax in its past 
financial year compared with a profit of R2,746m for the previous year, has 
decided to curtail its activities in the agricultural machinery industry and 
concentrate on selling agricultural chemicals. In his annual report, the 
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chairman, Mr R E Sherreil, says the company's disappointing performance was 
almost entirely due to the severe drought in the maize-growing areas. This 
seriously affected sales of agricultural machinery, but the sale of chemicals 
in the Natal coastal compared favourably with those in 1983, Farmag, in a 
bid to improve its representation in the agricultural chemicals sector, has 
acquired a majority share in Plant-Chem, a major distributor in the Cape 
Province. [Text] [Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 19 Nov 84 p 16] 


RSA MEAT STOCKPILE--PRETORIA--The Meat Board is cautiously negotiating the 
sale of some of its R90-million meat stockpile with overseas buyers, Dr 
Pieter Coetzee, the general manager of the board, has confirmed. According 

to Dr Coetzee, carcases in stock are becoming a heavy financial »urden, with 
storage and interest loss amounting to R2,5 million each month. Because of 
the drought, slaughtering had exceded local requirements and the stockpile 

was still growing. Dr Coetzee said that through the exchange rate was favour- 
able for the exporter at present, the world meat market was oversupplied. The 
board was nevertheless negotiating with possible buyers abroad. [Text] 

{Port Elizabeth EVENING POST in English 13 Nov &4 p 3] 


CAR PRICE WAR--DURBAN--A massive motor vehicle discounting campaign which cuts 
Rl 000 or more off the prices of new vehicles has been launched by Mazda and 
is expected to trigger a cut-price competition in the industry. With an esti- 
mated R500 million worth of cars standing unsold at factories around the 
country, manufacturers have hit back with every scheme imaginable. These in- 
clude huge discounts which will result in cars being sold below cost, free 
servicing for two years, free three-year or 100 000 km extended guarantees, 
Rl 200 diamond rings, slightly hail-damaged cars R2 000 below list prices, 
sub-economic interest rates and massive trade-in offers. Mr N Vermeulen, 
director of the National Automobile Manufacturers’ Association, said the 
moves were indicative of the serious pressures the motor industry faced. 
Another indication of the crisis facing the industry is that General Motors, 
already on short time, will close over the Christmas period for nearly two 
months. Other manufacturers, including Amcar (previously Sigma), Nissan, 
Ford, Alfa Romeo/Daihatsu and Volkswagen, are also on short time. Even 
Mercedes Benz, which for years had had waiting lists running into months and 
years, is able to supply models from stock. The Mazda offer is a Rl 000 
“cheque” which was mailed to potential buyers throughout the country. Also 
included is a 100 000 km or 36-month factory warranty on all new Mazda cars 
or bakkies and a special on the spot trade-in valuation. [Text] [Johannes- 
burg THE STAR in English 17 Nov 84 p 1] 


PLANT SPECIES EXTINCTION--NELSPRUIT--Nearly 2 000 of South Africa's higher 
plant species are either extinct or threatened, the Minister of Environment 
Affairs and Tourism, Mr John Wiley, said here today. Mr Wiley was speaking 

at the Lowveld Botanical Gardens during the launch of the fourth publication 
of South Africa's wild flower guide series. He said 39 species had become 
extinct in the last 50 years. Another 105 were in imminent danger of becoming 
extinct. ‘Conservation cannot exist without knowledge and knowledge cannot 
exist with out education." The book, "Wild Flowers of the Eastern Lowveld 

and Escarpment, including the Kruger National Park’, will provide a service 

of inestimable value of education and conservation in the Lowveld, he said. 


96 














The area covered by the guide is home to about 3 000 species. Of these 2 000 
are in the Kruger National Park. It took Mrs Jo Onderstall of Nelspruit three 
years to complete. [Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 16 Nov 84 p 2M] 


RUITERWAG MEMBERS APPEAL--Conservative members of the Afrikaner youth movement 
Die Ruiterwag were yesterday granted leave to appeal against a Rand Supreme 
Court judgment reinstating Mr Christiaan Fismer as the president of the organ- 
isation. Mr Fismer--who, according to court papers, heads a faction in the 
movement which is supported by the Afrikaner Broederbond--was dec.iared the 
rightful president by Mr Justice C Margo. Mr Fismer applied to the court for 
reinstatement after a conservative faction headed by Mr Jan Dawid le Roux 
kicked him out of the organisation. The judge ruled that a general meeting 

of the organisation arranged for November 24 be allowed to go ahead. [Text] 
{Johannesburg THE STAR in English 16 Nov 84 p 2M] 
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SWAZILAND 


MSIBI NOTES ANC RELATIONS ‘NORMALIZED' 
MB290829 Mbabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 29 Nov 84 p 3 


[Text] Relations between the African National Congress [ANC] of South Africa 
and Swaziland have been normalised after the recent clashes followed by talks 
in Lusaka, Liqoqo member Dr George Msibi has said. 


Dr Misibi was speaking in a wide-ranging interview with the press. Dr Msibi 
said the ANC had lost control over some of their cadres who ran amok in 
Swaziland after the Nkomati accord, but that situation had been rectified. 


He said assurances have been made that the ANC's cadres would not use Swazi- 
land as a springboard for attacks on any neighboring state. "But that 
doesn't mean they will not try to do it clandestinely," he said. 


He said indications are that the trafficking of arms through Swaziland was 
in fact being attempted at the moment; and reminded that the police have re- 
cently made an appeal to members of the civilian population to help to 
prevent this. 


Another Liqoqo member, Prince Mfanasibili said: "It must be understood that 
if any country says it does not wish its territory to be used against its 
neighbors, such wish should not be construed to be a declaration of enmity 

to anyone. It is merely setting a condition which anyone would do to visitors 
in his house." 


Dr Msibi further confirmed that a delegation from the Pan African Congress 
of South Africa, PAC, was in Swaziland recently. 


He said the PAC delegation had come to the country to pay their condolences 
on the demise of the late King Sobhuza II. The PAC was expected from Swazi- 
land. He denied rumors that they had come to make arrangements to set up an 
office in the countrv. However, Dr Msibi said Swaziland had no grudges 
against PAC. 


"Measures were taken against them because they had set up camps in the coun- 


try just as much as measures were taken against the ANC when their cadres 
came to the country with arms," Dr Msibi said. 
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He reminded that the ANC sent representatives to the King's funeral, but the 
PAC was unable at the time to do so. On another note, Dr Msibi spoke about 
the attempt by the Tembe, people near Kosi Bay in Ngwavuma, who are seeking 
self-government status from Pretoria. 


Dr Msibi said this wish expressed by the Tembe was further proof that these 
people did not regard themselves as Zulus. "What is interesting here is 
that the people who are doing this are people who are further inside the 
Ngwavuma area, how much more then with the people who are further away from 
Kwazulu nearer Swaziland?" he paused. 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


TRAINEES TO YUGOSLAVIA--More than 10 Zimbabweans will spend two months in 
Yugoslavia training for the management and organisation of Harare's new 
conference ceutre. The director of the Yugoslav solidarity fund for non- 
aligned and developing countries, Mr Vladislav Bozidarevic, left Harare 
yesterday for Belgrade after signing an agreement with Zimbabwe for small 
dams. He also held discussions with Zimbabwe Government ministers on the 
Mutare Technical College which is being equipped by the Yugoslavs. The 
Sheraton Corporation has been contracted to run the hotel section of the new 
multi-million dollar hotel and conference centre complex which is being 
built in Harare by a Yugoslav construction company Energoprojekt. Mr 
Bozidarevic said Yugoslavia would train 12 to 15 people in its centres on 
the management and running of the conference complex. The Yugoslav solidar- 
ity fund for non-aligned and developing countries was set up soon after the 
fourth conference of the non-aligned countries in Algiers in 1973 and its 
specific purpose is to advance economic and financial co-operation with the 
underdeveloped and developing countries as well as aiding their efforts for 
economic development and political independence. The constitution of the 
fund states clearly that its resources can only be used in lending assistance 
to the non-aligned countries, the developing countries and the liberation 
movements. Over the past three years its resources have increased by more 
than 25 percent. [Text] [Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL in English 11 Nov 84 p 3] 
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